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Ring the bells,
ring the bells,
Let the whole
world know
Christ was born
in Bethlehem
many years ago.
—Harry Bollback

his is the irrational season
When love blooms bright and wild.
Had Mary been filled with reason
There'd have been no room for
the child.*
This poem by Madeleine L'Engle
startled me. It's a Christmas poem,
obviously. The irrational season is
Christmas, says the poet, and I was
startled because I had never thought
of it that way.
Christmas has too often been for
me the hectic season, the m o r e things-to-do-than-I-have-time-to-dothem-in season. It's symbolized by
the last-minute Christmas crush at
K-Mart. I've gotten caught in it
more than once, and I've learned
there is a good deal of the beast left
in us. It all comes to the surface
when one elbows one's way to the
checkout counter only to find 18
people there first. Anyone trying to
j u m p the line is liable to be attacked
by shoppers willing to tear, gouge,
and maim. All with a perfectly clear
conscience.
But Madeleine L'Engle is not referring to this kind of madness. Instead
she says that the birthday of Christ is
i r r a t i o n a l b e c a u s e "love b l o o m s
bright and wild."
A far different kind of irrationality is at issue here, the kind that
* Madeleine L'Engle, The Irrational Season (New York: Seabury Press, 1977).

would draw us to itself with possibilities for healing, for salvation.
Yet there is something that makes
me hold back, shrink f r o m it. The
word irrational is not a pleasing
word to modern ears. Irrational behavior, for instance, usually describes
bizarre actions. The TV newscaster
reports about a man who takes a
rifle and opens fire into a crowded
store. That's irrational behavior. It's
unreasonable, out of control. Life in
a complex society like ours can't be
that way. We need lots of controls.
We need o r d e r a n d r e a s o n f o r
survival.
And yet, if life is only and always
rational, it is a poor and colorless
thing. The Christian faith goes a step
further; it declares that reason alone
cannot save us. With nothing but
reason, the h u m a n spirit withers.
And so the gospel invites openness
to a kind of irrationality that is not
against reason, but beyond reason.
No better illustration can be found
than the irrationality of the mother
of Jesus. W h o was this Mary? We
know very little about her, even
from Luke's Gospel. We are told
only that she was "a virgin betrothed
to a man whose name was Joseph."

The first time we see her, she is listening to the angel Gabriel greet her
with the words: "Hail, O favored
one, the Lord is with you!" The
Scripture tells us she was greatly
troubled at this, and considered in
her mind what sort of greeting this
might be.
And I say: good for her! This
M a r y is no empty-headed sweet
young thing. She doesn't j u m p up
and down and clap her hands in
delight when the angel appears. Nor
does she fall f a c e - d o w n w a r d s in
mindless a d o r a t i o n . Instead, her
skeptical instincts are aroused. Mary
k n e w her religious history well
enough to be suspicious of hearty
hellos f r o m divine beings.
R e m e m b e r i n g that people like
Sarah and Moses and Samuel all got
in pretty deep after receiving a pastoral visit f r o m the Lord, Mary is
immediately on her guard. When the
angel makes the a s t o u n d i n g announcement that she will bear a
child who "will be called the Son of
the Most High," that "of his kingdom there will be no end," what does
Mary say? "Hallelujah, praise the
Lord"? No. Instead, she asks a logical, reasonable, rational, very practical question. " H o w can this be,
since I have no husband?"
I love that question! The most
incredible, earth-shattering announcement of all time has just come f r o m
the lips of an angel of God, and
Mary coolly asks a question about
procedure. What a woman! What a
God who would choose her to bear
the Savior of the world!
So the angel has to check his notes
and explain exactly how all this will
happen. He concludes by reminding
M a r y that her cousin Elizabeth
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is six m o n t h s p r e g n a n t , a n d everyo n e had been saying f o r years that
Elizabeth couldn't have children.
A n d then he adds: " F o r with G o d
n o t h i n g will be impossible." And I
quickly a s s u m e that the "impossible" thing the angel is talking a b o u t
is Elizabeth's pregnancy, or Mary's.
A n d n o d o u b t it was.
But just possibly M a r y may have
been considering other impossibilities. The impossibility of G o d choosing her, the impossibility that the
S o n of God would even be b o r n into
the cold, harsh world she knew.
These were the impossibilities M a r y
pondered.
We p o n d e r t h e m still, you and I.
A n d we say to ourselves: this c a n n o t
be. T h e C r e a t o r of all life c o m e to us
as helpless child? I m p r o b a b l e . Unreasonable, surely. Beyond rationality. Impossible. But, says the angel,
" W i t h G o d n o t h i n g will be impossible."
A n d M a r y said, " B e h o l d . " M o s t
people overlook that word. They go
right past it to what follows: "I a m
the h a n d m a i d of the Lord; let it be to
m e a c c o r d i n g to y o u r w o r d . " But
note " b e h o l d . " It's used here in the
imperative sense. It's an order: " N o w
see here!"
W h e r e o n earth did people ever
c o m e by the notion that Mary was
sweet a n d mild? Here she is, barely
past girlhood, giving orders to an
angel. Y o u would expect her to have
been intimidated to the point of
u n q u e s t i o n i n g obedience: "Well, oh
dear, if you really think the Lord
w a n t s to go a h e a d with this; well
then . . . all right."
T h a t ' s not the way L u k e tells it.
M a r y says " B e h o l d . " She's a clearheaded, rational w o m a n who has

eason
by Kenneth L. Gibble
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considered both the possibilities and
the impossibilities. And she has come
to a firm decision. It's a decision to
allow for the impossible, to move
beyond what is purely reasonable.
To say "yes" to the God of faith, to
say "yes" to love, to say "yes" to a
child.
The marvel of Christianity, it has
been said, is in its particularity.
Christmas is as particular as you can
get. Once upon a particular time, on
a particular night, there was born a
particular child to a particular woman
and her husband. The divine Word
became particular flesh and blood.
Let me tell you about a particular
Christmas I remember.
It happened more than a decade
ago. My father had come through
the fall fighting his second battle
against cancer, and by December,
we all knew there would be a different winner this time. My sister and
brother and I decided we would have
our Christmas dinner at Mother and
Dad's house. The past few years we
had had Christmas at one of our
homes, but Dad was very weak by
now; and anyway, it seemed right to
go there.
By the time we had all arrived, it
was late evening. The house didn't
look much like Christmas. Always,
when we were kids, there had been a
tree. This year there was no tree.
What with caring for D a d , Mother
hadn't had time to get out but a few
tokens of the gay decorations so
familiar to us. Missing also were the
plates of Christmas cookies Mother
used to make. It didn't feel much like
Christmas.
Time for the dinner came. Dad
couldn't come to the table. He was
confined to his bedroom now, so the
rest of us gathered around the dining
room table my parents had bought
when they had first "set up housek e e p i n g , " to use the p h r a s e my
mother always used. With in-laws
and grandchildren, there were twelve
of us at the table.
Time came to say the grace. On
such holiday occasions, Dad had
always asked the blessing. But now,
when we bowed our heads, my older
brother began to pray.
I don't remember his exact words,
Evangelical Visitor

b u t they went s o m e t h i n g like this:
" D e a r G o d , we have mixed feelings.
W e k n o w we should be joyful because
it is the day of Christ's birth. But we
can't be j o y f u l t o n i g h t . " T h e r e was
weeping then, but we needed to d o it,
a n d my brother's prayer allowed it
to h a p p e n . S u r r o u n d e d by m e m o ries of other, happier Christmases
we had spent together, we began to
eat a n d drink a n d talk. A n d there
were m o m e n t s of laughter that penetrated o u r sadness.
T h e n we went to D a d ' s r o o m a n d
e x c h a n g e d gifts. The children helped
us t h r o u g h it. My sister's kids were
very small, and their excitement with
gifts to u n w r a p helped take o u r
minds off the poignancy of the event.
S o m e t i m e d u r i n g that evening, 1
s n a p p e d a picture of the group. It is,
I think, the last p h o t o taken of my
father. If you look at the picture

As
it
really
was
by A. Gray bill Brubaker

A. Graybill Brubaker is completing
pastoral responsibilities
with the
Chambersburg (Pa.) Brethren in Christ
Church and in January will begin serving as executive director of the Board
for World Missions.
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closely, you can see that o u r gaiety is
forced, that beneath the surface, our
faces wear a stricken look. But if you
look even m o r e closely, you will see
that love is in that r o o m , and love
will d o that to your face sometimes.
L o o k i n g back o n it, I k n o w there
was nothing I wouldn't rather have
been doing that night t h a n going
t h r o u g h all that. But I also know
there is no place I would have chosen
to be than there. A n d love will d o
that to you too.
L o v e is t h e i r r a t i o n a l s e a s o n .
Sometimes love blooms bright and
wild, and sometimes it bears the fruit
of sorrow's tears.
It's that same love that was such a
risk f o r J o s e p h w h o dared to love a
peasant girl, f o r M a r y herself w h o
dared to say "yes" to a child, f o r God
who, d a r i n g greatly, came to the
h u m a n family as a particular child

on that first Christmas. A n d no,
God's love was not a reasonable, a
rational thing. N o r is it ever.
It's love that makes Christmas the
irrational season. It's why, suddenly,
and f o r n o good reason you can
think of, you will sometimes at this
time of year be startled to find y o u r
eyes misting over. You see a candle
b u r n i n g in a church, or hear a brass
choir playing a carol, or see a child
fast asleep with a r m clutched a r o u n d
a stuffed animal. Or you see colored
lights blinking in someone's window.
It's love at work in you. It's the
Holy Child trying to be b o r n in you.
F o r Christ's d e a r sake, a n d f o r
your own . . . let him.
•

Kenneth Gibble is a member of the Church
of the Brethren and lives in Arlington, Va.

W h a t a way to begin the Christmas season! O n the M o n d a y m o r n i n g after
Thanksgiving, sitting on the t o p of a m o u n t a i n as the d a w n begins to give
f o r m to the shapes of rocks and trees, until it is possible to watch a snowflake
float by—its pristine whiteness disappearing a m o n g the fallen leaves which lie
as a blanket on the hibernating earth.
T h e d a r k skies were not rent by a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will to
m e n . " But they might have been. They once were.
It's a long way f r o m there to here, where Christmas is m a d e u p of Christmas
lists; "gifts" to buy which are more like obligations; the madness of hectic
s h o p p i n g days, purchasing over-priced goods with much-too-finite life
expectancies.
But we rightly enjoy Christmas. There are the inspiring carols, the w o n d e r land of Christmas lights, the beautiful church music, and great family activities. Most of all, there is the reason f o r the season—the fact of the Christ
Child, surely the most beautiful story ever imagined. W i t h all the centuries of
telling—in stone and stained glass, in painting and music, in d r a m a and
symbol—it is ever new and can never in this age be fully told.
S o attend a Christmas cantata, sit in the beautiful sanctuary on lovely
p a d d e d pews, enjoy the c o m f o r t of even t e m p e r a t u r e and soft lights, a n d
drink in the magnificent sounds of instruments and voices telling the story
again.
But if you really want to get the feel of Christmas, arise a great while before
day. C l i m b a rugged m o u n t a i n , picking y o u r way over rocks a n d fallen trees,
t h r o u g h t h o r n s and thick brush with the aid of a small flashlight, until you
find a suitable rock. There sit and shiver as the early d a w n filters into the
spaces a r o u n d you, as the stiff cool breeze plays a s y m p h o n y on the tall
timbers, punctuated by the percussion of a falling branch now and then, and
filled in with the t y m p a n i of dried leaves still clinging desperately to a nearby
branch.
The song is "Glory to G o d in the highest," and that's the way it really was.
5

I n m i d - 1 9 8 4 w h e n I b e g a n my
search to discover what had been
written a b o u t w o m e n in ministry, 1
was aided by several excellent b o o k s
written in the late 1970s a n d 1980s.
T h o u g h nearly forty years old a n d
a n avid reader, 1 read f o r the first
time interpretations of Scripture aff i r m i n g t h e p u b l i c m i n i s t r y of
w o m e n . Surely, I mused, this must
be the result of the refined research
of c o n t e m p o r a r y theologians. T o
a n y reader having researched the
subject, such thinking exudes naivety. M y research quickly revealed
theologians a n d a u t h o r s w h o f o r
centuries had been writing and doing
scriptural exegesis that freed w o m e n
f r o m the b o n d a g e that traditionally
kept t h e m f r o m actively responding
t o a call to ministry. T h e most prolific period, prior to the present
decade a n d the one preceding it, was
the latter years of the nineteenth century. J a n e t t e Hassey, in No Time
For Silence (Academie Books, 1986),
states that "rich literature circulated
at the t u r n of the century, written

f r o m an evangelical perspective (with
its high view of Scripture), that exegeted texts and f o u n d the Bible to
support, rather than forbid, women's
public ministry."
The focus of this article narrows
in scope considerably f o r a look at
what the Brethren in Christ have
been writing, publishing and studying o n the subject of w o m e n in p u b lic ministry during the period f r o m
1887-1987. T h o u g h the more formal
studies on this issue by the Brethren
in Christ can claim scholars and
a u t h o r s of the 1970s and the 1980s,
not unlike other evangelical d e n o m inations, the Brethren in Christ p u b lished articles with progressive interpretations of Scripture prior to the
turn of this century.

importance of prophecy, (not only
foretelling, but unfolding mysteries
that have been hidden) and to allow
all m e m b e r s in the church to participate w h o had been so endowed,
whether men or w o m e n .
S. E. Graybill, in the F e b r u a r y 1,
1889, issue of Evangelical
Visitor,
wrote of his conviction that "the
prophesying of women was predicted
by the P r o p h e t Joel and had there
not been such gifts bestowed on
w o m e n , the prophecy could not have
had its fulfillment." He believed that
m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the A p o s t l e
Paul's a d m o n i t i o n to the w o m e n at
the Corinth C h u r c h accounted f o r
the large n u m b e r of late nineteenth
c e n t u r y c h u r c h e s which i m p o s e d
"silence on the Lord's h a n d m a i d e n s
in the public assemblies."

The period from 1887-1899

N u m e r o u s articles a p p e a r e d encouraging w o m e n to testify in the
public meetings. T h o u g h encouraging their testimonies, a F e b r u a r y 15,
1893, issue of Evangelical
Visitor
printed an article by request f r o m
the Church Advocate stating strong-

T w o m o n t h s after the first issue of
the Evangelical Visitor was published,
the O c t o b e r 1, 1887, issue printed an
article by H e n r y N. Engle entitled,
" P r o p h e c y . " His p u r p o s e f o r writing
was to call the church back to the

Brethren in Christ
study and write

Women in
Sara Bert, one of the earliest
mission workers in Chicago.
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ly that preaching and public teaching were out of b o u n d s f o r w o m e n
because "their modest, retiring natures d o n o t fit t h e m f o r this kind of
w o r k , and it would also interfere
with there (sic) m o r e i m p o r t a n t one
of m a k i n g a h o m e of purity, sweetness, and b e a u t y . "
However, J o h n Fohl later in the
s a m e year submitted a n article that
revealed his disagreement with such
assumptions a b o u t the female nature.
. . . and all are ready to admit
that the male portion of the church
are (sic) more experienced
and
better adapted to attend to the
finance, andgovermental
(sic)portion of the church than
females,
who are generally
busied
with
their family cares and
household
duties; but in Christ Jesus "there
is neither male nor female. " Gal.
3:28. Therefore, in the service of
God they are upon an equality
with their brethren, to sing, pray,
exhort and preach: andfor
scholarship, piety and zeal they frequently excel the
brotherhood.

T h e main part of Fohl's article
dealt with significant w o m e n in the
Old and New Testaments w h o contributed their gifts t h r o u g h leadership roles. T o close his article, he had
this word of admonition:
For some time the writer has been
impressed to write an article in
vindication
of the sisterhood
of
the church, thousands of whom,
in many churches, with their brilliant talents and zeal for God, are
held in bondage by their so-called
leaders, and not suffered to pray
in the congregation,
neither to
speak of what Jesus has done for
their souls, neither to exhort or
preach. Of such we would inquire,
in the language of the apostle,
" Whether it be right in the sight of
God to hearken unto men more
than unto God." Acts 4:19. The
position
we have taken in this
communication
is, in our opinion
so clearly set forth in the Bible as
to convince the most
skeptical
men and women, that God approves of women declaring the

by Janet M. Peifer

about

Ministry
(PARTI)

H. Frances Davidson, one of the
first missionaries to Africa.
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story of the cross, as well as men,
so that he that readeth
may
understand.
Charles Baker of N Ottawa, O n t a r io, provided the traditionalist prophetic voice f o r the church p a p e r
during the mid-1890s. In the October
1, 1896, issue of Evangelical
Visitor,
he spoke in opposition of the a d v a n ces of w o m e n in schools, factories,
offices and in the clergy stating that
forebodings of disastrous results were
evident because of women's " o n w a r d
m a r c h . " He believed that the Scripture gave no allowance f o r w o m e n to
preach in either the Old or New Testaments. Furthermore, "the only true
and allowable sphere of feminine
w o r k which the Scripture w a r r a n t s
is in the thrones of the h e a r t h . "
The card catalog in the Archives
lists several of A. J. G o r d o n ' s articles
printed in the Evangelical
Visitor
a r o u n d the t u r n of the century. G o r d o n , a Baptist minister, was a premillenial dispensationalist w h o interpreted w o m e n in the pulpit as a sign
of the end times. Therefore he be-

The Brethren in
Christ published
articles with
progressive interpretations of
Scripture prior
to the turn of
this century.

Janet Peifer is on the pastoral staff of the
Reft on (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church. This
article is condensed from a research paper
written in 1987for a Messiah College course,
Brethren in Christ Life and Thought.

lieved such w o m e n were not the
exception but the rule of the current
dispensation. His article printed in
the M a y 5, 1895, issue entitled "Let
T h e m Be H e a r d " filled six and onehalf pages of t w o consecutive issues
of the paper. After a scholarly treatment of the Apostle Paul's writings
and utilization of the gifts of w o m e n ,
near the end of the article he stated,
It cannot be denied that in every
great spiritual awakening in the
history of Protestantism
the impulse for Christian women
to
pray and witness for Christ in the
public assembly has been found
irrepressible. . . . To many it has
been both a relief and a surprise to
discover how little authority there
is in the Word for repressing the
witness of woman in the public
assembly, orforforbidding
her to
herald the gospel to the unsaved.
If this be so, it may be well for the
plaintiffs in this case to beware
lest, in silencing the voice of consecrated women, they may be resisting the Holy Ghost.
O n e of o u r own leaders also contributed a detailed article on women
a n d ministry in the D e c e m b e r 1,
1895, issue of Evangelical
Visitor.
Written by A. Bearss of Ridgeway,
Ontario, the article entitled " W o m en's Rights" noted with dismay that
m e n have taken advantage of the
physical weakness of w o m e n to oppress them and keep t h e m in a
secondary position. Bearss believed
that Saint Paul was giving his own
sentiments when he silenced women
in 1 Corinthians 14: 34, 35. Of those
verses, Bearss had this interesting
commentary:
Now if good old Paul was a good
Methodist, or a superintendent
in
any Sunday School in the present
century, he would be
mortally
ashamed of the above. Indeed, all
that was written derogatory to the
true position
of women by the
apostle may be directly traced to
the popular and all pervading sentiment of the times in which they
lived. Yet it is astonishing
to
know that in these modern
times

right among us, are those that
construe the above language of
Paul to mean that our women in
the Church
must keep
their
mouths shut as regards
praying
and prophesying
in
religious
exercise.
W h e n I first learned of R h o d a E.
Lee's o p p o r t u n i t y to read papers at
the 1894 and 1895 Brethren in Christ
General Conference, 1 was puzzled
as to the circumstances that m a d e
such an event possible, but n o longer.
F o r even if only a small n u m b e r of
our leaders were sympathetic with
articles such as Gordon's, Bearss's,
Fohl's and Graybill's, Lee's request
m a y not have been as foreign as it
might be today.

The period from 1900-1969
While this brief treatment of a
seventy-year period is less t h a n adequate, the cataloging of every Evangelical Visitor article f r o m 1887 to
nearly 1940 reveals a significant d r o p
in n u m b e r s of articles printed on the
subject of w o m e n and public ministry after 1911. Between 1921 and
1940 there was o n e — a news item
explaining the rational of allowing
t w o P r e s b y t e r i a n w o m e n t o be
charged as elders to minister in a
leper asylum. A l t h o u g h the Evangelical Visitor articles after 1940 have
not been individually cataloged, I
checked the few articles listed u n d e r
the subject heading of w o m e n ' s role
in the church and f o u n d n o n e that
spoke directly to the issue until 1970.
Again, this period of silence is not
unlike what was h a p p e n i n g in most
evangelical denominations. Janette
Hassey says in No Time For Silence
that as material containing biblical
exegesis which opened the way f o r
w o m e n in public ministry went out
of print, little or no effort was m a d e
to replace it.
Records d o c u m e n t that in the
early 1900s, w o m e n were recognized
as evangelists in the Brethren in
Christ C h u r c h . In the July 12, 1909,
issue of the Evangelical Visitor, Mary
J. Long, wife of Avery T. Long,
8
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wrote in letter form of her ministry
of speaking and preaching with her
husband. She noted that some people had trouble seeing a woman in
the pulpit beside her husband. But
she affirmed a personal, specific call
from God through words of Scripture in Jonah. Editor George Detwiler added to the end of the letter
that he printed it with timidity because it could be misunderstood and
seen as "airing private grievances."
In 1908 and again in 1911, the
question of how to interpret 1 Corinthians 14:34,35 and 1 Timothy 2:11,
12 was addressed in the Evangelical
Visitor. Editor Detwiler invited the
readers to "give the desired information in an early issue of the Visitor."
All the men and women except one
who had their replies printed tended
toward the more narrow and traditional view that women for the most
part should remain silent in the
church.
During the years of 1915-1918, the
Evangelical Visitor printed three
articles suggesting that not all progressive thought was lost. J. H.
Engle in "The Question Corner" in
the March 22, 1915, issue asked a
host of questions about the purpose
and activities of church conferences.
He asked whether women should
attend and whether they should participate in discussion. He also asked
if women should not be sent as delegates and vote.
Anna E. Kipe in a June 26, 1916,
article gave an upbeat account of the
"present opportunities for women."
The doors of opportunity
are
being opened on every hand. There
never was an age in which the call
for the pure, true noble woman
rang so clear (sic). Now we stand
in an open space with no bounds
or limits to the work which might
and can and should be done by
the devoted and
God-fearing
woman. . . . As the vision of
future possibilities and opportunities looms up, let us strive to realize them. There may be difficulties and obstacles but nothing
which cannot be overcome.
December 1989

Elder J. Climenhaga's lecture given
at a Bible conference entitled "Man's
Redeemed or Regenerated Condition" was printed in the April 22,
1918, issue. He stated that in the Fall
the equality of man and woman was
broken, but redemption reinstated
them to their former condition. According to Galatians 3:28, he believed that God declared men and
v/omen to be on equal standing and
therefore, "shall women not be permitted to testify, speak or preach as
the Spirit of Jehovah dictates?"
But the church stated an official
position about women preaching in
1919. After the work of a study
committee on which M. H. Oberholser, J. N. Engle, and H. L. Trump
served, they stated that women could
prophesy but Scripture forbade their
preaching. The following was printed
in the 1919 General Conference
Minutes: "Resolved, that we do not
consider it the right of the woman to
stand on equality with the man as a
preacher."
As noted before, little appeared in
the church publications on the subject of women in ministry from 19401970. Notes and Queries in Brethren
in Christ History edited by Carlton
O. Wittlinger printed several articles
reporting the contributions of women
in former years, namely Rhoda E.
Lee and Hettie Fernbaugh. Of Rhoda
E. Lee, Wittlinger stated in the July
1961 issue that "today there is little
denominational awareness that the
launching of the Brethren in Christ
foreign missions was due, in no
small measure, to the influence of a
remarkable woman, Rhoda E. Lee."
Of the paper she read to the 1895
General Conference, Wittlinger said
she "probed mercilessly into the conscience and lethargy of the church."

In Part Two of this article, the author
continues her survey of what the Brethren in Christ have published on the subject of women in ministry, and concludes with personal reflections gro wing
out of her study.
•

"Today there is
little denominational awareness
that the launching
of the Brethren in
Christ foreign
missions was due,
in no small
measure, to the
influence of a
remarkable
woman,
Rhoda E. Lee.
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—Carlton Wittlinger, 1961
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The Benevolent Fund:

A little-known ministry of
the Board for Brotherhood

The term "brotherhood concerns" has
a certain vagueness about it that allows
it to cover about as much territory as
you can imagine—everything is a "brotherhood concern" (except perhaps those
things that are concerns of the "sisterhood"!). Tucked away in the list of
duties of the Board for Brotherhood
Concerns is this one: "To consider
financial aid for needy persons within
the brotherhood and to distribute said
funds." To fulfill that duty, the Board
for Brotherhood Concerns maintains a
Benevolent Fund to help needy persons
among us—truly a "brotherhood concern."
During 1989, through your giving to
Cooperative Ministries, the Board for
Brotherhood Concerns has been able to
help Brethren in Christ people in a
number of widely varying circumstances. Three very different stories will illustrate the unique ministry of the Benevolent Fund.
1. As a result of the disastrous state of
the economy in Nicaragua, coupled with
the devastation wreaked by Hurricane
Joan in October 1988, many Nicaraguans have decided to leave their country. Some of those who left are members
of the Brethren in Christ Church in
Nicaragua who came to the United
States. When they arrived in either
Brownsville, Texas, or Miami, Florida,
they contacted the Brethren in Christ
churches in those communities. Some
were detained as illegal immigrants in
Texas, needing legal assistance, while
others simply needed help resettling in a
new country.
A one-time grant of $1000 from the
Benevolent Fund was sent to the church
in Pharr, Texas (near Brownsville and
the Mexican border) to reimburse them
for expenses related to helping refugees
from Nicaragua. In addition, $100 per

Harriet Bicksler is Education Director for
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns.
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month is being sent to the Miami Brethren in Christ Church to assist them in
their work with other refugees from the
church in Nicaragua.
2. Another Benevolent Fund project
during 1989 assisted the Community
Bible Chapel in Sarasota to purchase a
van with a wheel-chair lift for a disabled
man and his wife in that congregation.
The Benevolent Fund provided $1200
toward the purchase. The congregation,
pastored by Larry Woomert, contributed most of the money, found a good
deal on a Ford van, and spent many
hours installing the wheel-chair lift.
Then, on Sunday, May 29, the keys to
the van were presented to the couple
following the morning service. The van
has given them needed mobility.
3. On the other side of the world, in
India, many Brethren in Christ sisters
and brothers in Orissa are suffering
severe persecution for their faith. After
one such incident of persecution, the
Board for Brotherhood Concerns sent
$500 from the Benevolent Fund to help
pay for medical treatment for several
Christians who were hurt. Rev. Bijoy

One of our duties:
"To consider
financial aid for
needy persons within the brotherhood
and to distribute
said funds." This
is truly a
brotherhood
concern.

Roul tells the story in his letter of thanks
to the board:
Three of our new believers were
beaten mercilessly while they were
returning from the prayer meeting
about 9 p. m. They were attacked by a
group of militant people about five
kilometers from their village. The
militant group used all kinds of instruments to kill them. They were beaten
and thrown away from the roadside.
Somehow theirfamilies came to know
about the incident after six hours.
They rushed to ihe spot and brought
them to the village. Most of the village people thought that there was no
chance of survival for them. However, the wives of those brethren
rushed to meet our evangelist. Arrangements were made to bring the
beaten people to the hospital.
It is sad to say that they were
beaten so mercilessly that many bones
were broken. As a result, they had to
be under medical treatment for several months. We have taken care of
their medical and other expenses,
which came to a big amount. Because
they were admitted to the hospital,
they were not able to support their
families, so we have helped the families as well.
We appreciate your prayers and
financial support for our believers.
Pray that the Lord of the harvest
would change the hearts of people in
this State where 98 percent of the
people are living in darkness.
These three stories represent the kinds
of needs which the Benevolent Fund is
helping to meet. Each year, the Board
for Brotherhood Concerns budgets
money for which application can be
made. The board has established several
policies which guide the distribution of
the funds: 1) a full statement of financial need is required; 2) shared responsibility is expected: the family (or individual), the local congregation, and the
Board for Brotherhood Concerns work
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by Harriet Bicksler
together to meet the need; 3) the fund is
for Brethren in Christ people, at the
recommendation of their pastor; 4)
priority is given to retired missionaries,
ministers, and their spouses.
Money is available from the Benevolent Fund, but pastors and congregations need to ask for it on behalf of needs
which they are unable to meet on their
own. Contact the Board for Brotherhood Concerns for more information or
for an application.

Top: Glen Slaybaugh, Ron Ditch, Stan
Eash, and Pastor Woomert hoist the
chair lift into the van.
Right: T h e van waits outside the church,
ready to be presented on Sunday morning, May 29, 1989.

Work/Study Tour to Nicaragua
March 10-24,
1990
sponsored

by the

Board for Brotherhood
Concerns
and the

Board for
World Missions

December 1989

In October of 1988, Hurricane Joan devastated the east coast of Nicaragua. Thousands of homes were destroyed, including those of Brethren in
Christ Nicaraguans. The Nicaraguan Brethren in Christ Church organized
a Reconstruction Committee shortly after the hurricane. In June of 1989,
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns began providing $2,000 per month of
World Hunger Funds to this committee, to assist in rebuilding houses.
In March of 1990, the Board for Brotherhood Concerns and the Board
for World Missions are collaborating in sending a work/study team to
Nicaragua for two weeks. This team will spend one week in the east coast
area, assisting with the final stages of the reconstruction project. The
second week will be spent in the Managua/ Masaya area, visiting other
Brethren in Christ churches and MCC projects.
Up to 15 volunteers are invited to participate in this opportunity. The
cost per person will be approximately $1,200, including air fare. Tour
leaders will be Eleanor and Keith Poe, previous missionaries in Nicaragua.
For more information, contact:
Board for Brotherhood Concerns
P.O. Box 246
Mount Joy, PA 17552
(717) 653-8251
11

by Jay and Judy Smith
Excerpted from a letter from
Smiths dated Aug. 10, 1989.

the

Greetings from a very different Senegal than we are used to. Everywhere
there is greenery. We have had rain
about once every four days for the last
two months, and it has changed the
landscape drastically. The sand and
scrubs are all gone, taken over by weeds
and dense undergrowth.
I (Jay) am editing the film, "The Ten
Commandments," taking out the Hollywood glitz and keeping only the biblical material, reducing it from a three
and one-half hour film to one and a half
hours. This means writing a script for it
as well and then translating that into
French, all with biblical references. Later
I'll translate it into Wolof.
One night we showed it to about 300
villagers in N'gaundianne. But 300 people is much too many for a video, so we
placed the television set on top of our
car and ran a cord back 100 metres to a
building adjoining the mosque where we
housed our generator to keep down the
noise. We had intended to show it to
only the men who came regularly for
Bible study, but how can you keep the
whole village out?
We are finding that in this society,
where 90 percent of the people can't
read, the spoken or visual word makes
much more impact. In preparing this
material we are using the "chronological
method" of going through the Bible,
introducing the Bible with a series of
stories from the Scriptures, starting with
the Old Testament prophets—a common ground with the Muslims and ourselves, but always pointing toward the
coming deliverer who would bring mankind back into relationship with God.
The lesson must first be created in
English, then translated into French and
then Wolof, having it corrected, redoing
the manuscript after correction and final-

Jay teaching the men at N'gaundianne. (Here you preach sitting down.) Below:
Judy reads from the Wolof New Testament with Yassine Diouff in the Smith's kitchen.

ly typing the finished copy to be field
tested in N'gaundianne each week.
Thankfully, three of us have computers
which cuts the time in half.
Some of you may remember the
Mauritania-Senegalese problem which
we had here back in April. It's getting
quieter now, though nothing has been
solved and probably never will be. As a
result there are no Maurs in the country
except black Maurs, who have been
forced out of Mauretania because of a
racist policy adopted by the government
there.
Many of these Senegalese nationals
here have taken over the boutiques left
empty by the fleeing Maurs. One of our
best friends, Sambia Diop, has taken on
the responsibility for the boutique on
our corner (the one which housed seven
Maurs on the day the crowds tried to
firebomb it).
A few weeks ago Tabaski was celebrated, when all Muslims celebrate the
sacrifice of Ishmael by Ibrahim. Every
Muslim household must kill a goat for

that day. Many thought this year would
be bad because so many of the goatherders were Mauritanian and there
would be fewer goats on the market.
Unfortunately, there were more than
enough goats to go around, and we got
our annual share of five or six portions
of goat meat from friends and neighbors, enough to fill our freezer to capacity. I'm getting awful sick of goat meat.
Just think—if we can ever get it into
their heads that there is no longer any
need for a sacrifice, that Christ has
already taken care of that, I won't have
to eat any more grizzled goat meat!
It didn't help to be invited to the home
of a friend for the occasion. As a result I
came down with some sort of parasite
which sent me to bed for a day or two.
I'm better now, though 1 hate goats all
the more.
We took a trip to the biggest, busiest,
and probably poorest suburb of Dakar,
called Pekin, where almost a million
people live, with no missionary there at
continue on page 15

Jay and Judy Smith are Brethren in Christ
missionaries serving their second term in
Senegal.
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od aP work: in our world
God prepares a place
Norm Kase—Kensal Rise, London
After only six days of walking, phoning, searching maps and phone listings,
we found a place for me to live. We
looked at several "flats" (a room with
access to a shared bath and kitchen). We
looked at some apartments, which were
too much money and nowhere near
Kensal Rise.
Finally, I launched out and began a
serious effort at ministry as well as a
search for housing in the heart of the
Kensal Rise section. I talked with shop
keepers and people on the street, building bridges of friendship. I copied information on available housing posted
on shop windows and continued phoning real estate agents, who didn't have
listings.
1 was convinced that God already had
the place selected for us—and he did!
It's not just near Kensal Rise; it's in the
very center. It's not "kllO or 150 per
week; it's onlyt80! It's not a room or an
apartment; it's a whole house, not in a
high crime area, but on a nice street with
pretty row houses. It even has a small
back yard (garden).
Two rooms of the five are not now
available to us, but we hope later to use
one of these for office/ counseling space.
And to top it off, the landlord reminds
me very much of my own dad; we get on
famously. He lives only 15 minutes
away. The place is partly furnished, and
the Brentwater congregation has been
very helpful in supplying other things I
need to set up housekeeping. Bless God!

Foolishness or wisdom?
"Mustafa "[fictional nine-year-old
reporter]—Mbalula village, Malawi
The Sidels [Mark and Jane Sider]
have been given land and have begun
building their own house in the neighboring village of Mphalume. I heard
their landlord was charging too much
rent. CheMark is very busy at the land.
They have hired people to make bricks,
get wood, chop and carry grass, build
and plaster. My friends and I all earned
money carrying grass from the old house
to the new site. Imagine having a grass
roof when you could afford "style," like
tin or cement roofing tiles!
December 1989

The Sidels are no longer sitting in
their fence repeating verbs from Ernest.
He has gone away. It seems village life
must be agreeing with them because
they are not quite as stupid as they used
to be, although they still say funny
things in a terrible accent (worse than
the Yao in Balaka). They often ask,
"How do you say this or that?" or "I
don't understand." We have a good
laugh at them. I am still not sure why
they have come to live here. They have
no relatives here, and they keep no fields
or gardens (only flowers). They just
walk about saying they are "visiting."
They say they want to teach us about a
special man, Yesu Kristo. I have heard
about him in my Quran, and even there
it says he is the only sinless, perfect man.
Often my friends and I go and sit on
Sidel's porch to listen to tapes or Bible
songs and stories and to read picture
books. Many villagers come and enjoy
the "wireless" that you turn with your
hand and that doesn't use batteries. I am
learning that Yesu loves me, and I have
many questions to ask CheMark when
he learns to speak like an adult.
I am learning that Yesu teaches not to
steal, but some boys always steal. Twice
when Sidels were away, some boys I
know climbed in their house and stole
things so they could sell them. But
CheMark did not even want to curse
them with medicine from the herbalist. I
think he forgave them! I will never
understand these people; I think they eat
too much food from tins and it makes
them mad!

A motorized ministry
Peter Guinther—Choma, Zambia
Living in America, where almost every
suburban and rural household has at
least one car, it is hard to imagine transportation as a need. And it's hard to
imagine a person can have a ministry in
driving. But if you lived here for a little
while, and if you saw trucks loaded with
riders like matches in a matchbook or
the crowds of people sitting by the roadside for hours, the women with babies
on their backs, a bag of charcoal in one
hand and a clothing bag in the other, all
waiting for rides, then you would see
that a person can have a ministry to
others simply by driving.

I have had my license only a short
time, and already I could cite many
occasions when I helped people by driving. There is one instance I know I will
never forget:
It was Easter Saturday evening. I was
quietly preparing lesson plans for the
coming week. The front door opened
and closed as Rich came in and called
my name. Though he wasn't acting panicky, his jittering voice told me something was wrong.
"Do you want to drive to Siachitema?" he asked. "I just got a phone call
from the clinical officer there. They were
on their way to Choma with a woman
having a breech delivery when their
pickup ran out of fuel." I admit that I
didn't know what a breech birth meant,
but it sounded serious. So with little
delay, we collected the van and started
for Siachitema.
Night had already come, and as we
drove over the tractor-path road, I was
wishing that I had put my glasses on
before leaving. I could see little more
than the outlines which the headlights
created directly in front of me. The
shortcut we took may have been shorter
in terms of distance, but not in terms of
time. Rain had turned the road into a
miniature river bed.
Out from the wall of tall grasses bordering the road came a hand waving a
cloth. This was the place. As I turned in,
the headlights revealed a blue truck with
a woman lying in back, covered with
blankets. We transferred the woman
along with her mother, husband, and
personal possessions needed for a stay at
the hospital. I took off again down the
road toward Choma as quickly as I
dared over the rough roads without my
glasses.
When we arrived at Choma Hospital,
we drove straight to the maternity entrance. The nurses came out and examined the woman as she lay in the back of
the van. They exclaimed to us, "Take
her to Monze! There is no doctor here
who can help her. A case just like this
last week ended in maternal death!"
Monze was another 50 miles down the
road. "What were the woman's chances
of making it there?" I wondered to
myself. "This woman is fortunate because she knows someone who knows
continued on page 15
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In step with the
1981
Mtshabezi Hospital and area clinics
in Zimbabwe were reopening following
the war. Uniforms were urgently needed.
A rush order was sent throughout the
United States and Canada.
(Our hospitals in Zambia and Zimbabwe have counted on the church in
America to supply hospital garments for
more than 30 years.)
Shipping to Nicaragua was again
possible, so infants and children's clothing and lovingly knitted or crocheted
scarfs and shawls were sent.

The General Conference theme, "Inward and Outward Bound in the '80s,"
helped set the pace for the Brethren in
Christ Missions Sewing Auxiliary(MSA)
as it entered a new decade. The year
1989 closes the Ws. Have we fulfilled
the theme? Help us evaluate our progress as we reflect on MSA activity during the past decade.
1980
The MSA Project List for the first
year of the '80s gave opportunity for
ministry in North America and abroad.
This was a consistent pattern for each
succeeding year. Changes of projects
were determined by the changing needs
at each mission.
We responded to need at Fellowship
Chapel, Bronx, New York; Life Line
Mission, San Francisco, California;
Mexican/American outreach, Pharr,
Texas; Macha and Sikalongo Hospitals,
Zambia; Montreal Lake Children's
Home, Timber Bay, Saskatchewan,
Canada. A special request came from
Spring Lake Retreat, New York: "Would
it be possible for MSA to sew curtains
for our windows?"

1982
Clothing, boots and shoes were needed
at Montreal Lake Children's Home.
MSA was able to send $1,140 from its
special fund.
Funds from the Linen Fund for Missionaries were given to Juana Garcia,
pastor of the church in Cuba. Roy and
Dorothy Sider were able to deliver the
gift, and Dorothy accompanied Juana
on an exciting shopping trip to purchase
tableware, flatware, sheets, towels, and
an electric fan. Juana was very happy
and wanted Dorothy to express special
thanks.

1983
In response to an urgent request from
Life Line Mission for men's socks and
underwear, a donor sent a generous
check to the MSA treasurer; a congregation took a special offering; and individuals sent gifts. Lillian Bailey of Life Line
Mission sent a thank you note, "We do
rejoice in God's faithfulness to supply
this need for clothes." In addition to
this, 10 pairs of window curtains were
provided for the mission and bed covers
for the VSers.
A total of 905 items were also sent to
Jeanette Dourte has served as president of Macha and Sikalongo Hospitals in
Zambia.
MSA since 1980.
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1984
The big event of the year was a Quilt
Sale which helped provide a S l ,300 contribution to Madhipura Christian Hospital in North Bihar, India to purchase
hospital gowns.
1985
Six drums of hospital uniforms and
supplies were sent via MCC to our hospitals in Zambia and Zimbabwe.
The Missions Sewing Auxiliary celebrated its 25th anniversary, having been
officially instituted at the General Conference of 1960.
1986
Letters from the administrators of the
hospitals in Africa expressed appreciation for supplies received. "The gowns
are of such good quality and well sewn
that our patients are among the 'best
dressed' in hospitals in Zambia." And
from Zimbabwe: "The supplies that are
sent are essential to the running of the
hospital, not only to provide adequate
apparel for our patients and to replace
worn-out present stock, but also to provide opportunity to many in North
America who cannot come to the mission field to play a vital part in the
ministry."
The Linen Fund also provided funds
for an electric blanket for Curtis and
Marti Byers in London.
1987
Congregations, women's groups, individuals, and sewing circles responded
to a request from Heaven's Gate Women's Shelter for layettes, children's clothing, and toiletries.
This year's financial project for
Timber Bay helped purchase washers
and dryers for the Children's Home as
well as children's clothing, scarfs, mittens, and toques.
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by Jeanette Dourte

MSA in the '80s
1988
The Linen Fund helped provide bed
sheets and bath towels for the Guest
House in Bulawayo. An individual made
and sent quilts. We sent $800 to the Girls
Hostel in Bihar, India for bedding, curtains and linens. MSA helped Timber
Bay Children's Home purchase stoves
and refrigerators.
1989
This year has been filled with a number
of special projects. In response to a suggestion by Jay and Judy Smith in Senegal that we provide Wolof Scripture
wall hangings for outreach in Senegal,
crafters have been applying their skills
with cross-stitch, calligraphy, wood
burning, and felt work and painting.
The initial productions were taken to
Senegal by Louis Cober on his official
visit in September.
Sleeping bags purchased for church
planters and Bible women in India were
taken to India by those attending the
75th anniversary in Bihar.
In response to requests from our hospitals in Africa, 34 pounds of bandages
rolled by Messiah Village residents were
sent as well as other items including
hospital gowns. MSA funds helped furnish the church planter's house at the
Nepal border in India. Funds have also
been supplied to replace worn linens at
the VS unit, Bronx, New York, and to
help Brethren in Christ Missions ship
used clothing to Mozambique.
Each of the 10 years included many
projects too numerous to mention. Those
mentioned in this report highlight a
cross section of the Brethren in Christ
Sewing Auxiliary activity.
The great diversity of need has provided ways for many persons to express
an inward spirit of compassion and generosity. The expression was an outward
thrust which reached around the world
in caring and practical ways. To God be
the glory, great things he has done!
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The 1990s
However, what has been accomplished
in the '80s pales in light of the increasing
need around the world. How can we
help meet the continuing need in the
"90s?

The 1990 MSA Project List will provide some exciting ways to meet the
need: Hospital gowns, pajamas, infants
items and rolled bandages for Zambia
and Zimbabwe; Scripture wall hangings
for Senegal; house furnishings and linens for Timber Bay; infant wear, children's clothing and toiletries for the
Lifeline Women's Shelter; layette items
for Fellowship Chapel; layette items,
quilts and blankets for Navajo Mission;
an invitation to quilters to produce
quilts suitable for a quilt auction. The
funds from this auction will be given to
Brethren in Christ World Missions.
You are invited to serve through
MSA with your skills and finances.
The needs are communicated to the
local church organizations such as MSA,
Women's Fellowship, Sunday school
classes, interested individuals or groups.
The completed items are sent directly to
the missions requesting them.
Gifts to the MSA General Fund buy
fabrics and pay shipping costs to supply
hospital gowns to our mission hospitals
in Zambia and Zimbabwe.
With the approval of Cooperative
Ministries and the Board for World
Missions, MSA is solely funded by gifts
sent directly to the MSA treasurer.
As we look ahead to continuing ministry we need the directive of 1 Peter
4:11, "If anyone serves, he should do it
with the strength God provides, so that
in all things God may be praised through
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and
the power for ever and ever. Amen." •

God at work . . .
continuedfrom page 13

someone who can take her to Monze.
But what about that woman who died
last week? A person dies simply because
there is no transportation for her?" Then
I realized that my being here had just
given a chance and hope to someone
who might otherwise not have had
them. I wanted to get on the road to
Monze as quickly as possible.
Rich and Stanley began singing hymns
as we raced down the road. I was praying quietly while my eyes squinted over
the steering wheel into the darkness
ahead. The journey seemed long, not
only for me, I am sure. But we reached
Monze Hospital at last, and they immediately took the woman into surgery.
We sat with the husband and mother
and waited. About two hours later a
nurse called the husband into a room. If
we did not know from the nurse's
manner, we could surely tell from the
husband's reaction that the baby had
died. What does one say at such a time?
Do we rejoice that the mother lived and
mourn because the baby died? Such
times call us to our faith in God above
all else. We took the husband to a
nearby shelter and started for home.
I share this story with you to show the
potential for ministry growing from a
seemingly simple need. What are the
needs of people around you? What can
you do to help?
H

Report from Senegal
continued from page 12

all. The need seemed so great that we
have decided to put our second boutique
there, and so we are now in the preparatory stages of trying to find just where
we want to rent the room.
We have already decided to start our
first boutique right here in Thies and
have chosen a spot. We hoped to open it
in late August. I'm looking forward to
some good face-to-face conversations
with the men here in Thies. (These boutiques are small shops where the missionaries hope to sell religious material.)
Eventually we want to start a Wolof
Friday evening church service, melding
together the people who meet in our
house on Friday evenings and a group
of Barbara Vanna's, a missionary colleague of ours. This will be the first
Wolof church here in Thies and will
complement the boutique work.
•
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Report from
summer missions
by Lewis B. Sider
During the summer of 1989 approximately 70 Brethren in Christ and Messiah College young people participated
in summer missions around the world.
Quite a number were in the Love Europe
Team that spend an exciting week at a
convention in West Germany. Here
7,000 people from 60 different countries—
all with one vision—praised the Lord in
song and prayer.
Following this convention the summer
missionaries fanned out over Europe,
serving in England, France, Norway,
Italy, Spain, Poland, and East and West
Germany.
Other summer missionaries served
with teams in Brazil, India, Kenya,
Liberia, Mexico, Turkey, and Zimbabwe. Many served with Teen Missions
teams.
The impact of summer missions upon
the participants was dramatic. None
returned the same as he or she went. For
many it was a deciding point for fulltime Christian service. For others it was
an unforgettable experience in Christian
ministry and witnessing. For all it was a
growth experience. Many agreed that
they would like to do it again. All agreed
that the experience was a catalyst for
them toward a closer walk with God and
a desire for Christian service.
Some highlights
The summer missionaries' reports are
filled with many positive testimonies.
They could not tell all the outstanding
things that happened, but here are some
highlights of the summer experience
that will never be forgotten.
"For one week I worked at a camp
called English Encounter, a camp for
Korean college age students who wanted
to improve their conversational English.
It was a fabulous experience to learn
more about the Korean culture and
share Jesus Christ with them" (Melissa
Adam).
"While distributing tracts in France,
God showed me some wonderful things
that the Spirit was doing. One man I
gave a tract to asked me what it was. As
soon as I told him it was about Jesus, he
16

tore it up. However, within 30 seconds
he wanted every kind of tract we had"
(Sheri Daggett).
"We shared with the Indian children
and people, working as a team building
a church in India, learning songs in the
national language, eating Indian food"
(Heidi Eichhorn).
"Experiencing tribal missions firsthand, we met the people of a tribe in
Brazil who had never had an opportunity to hear the gospel of Jesus before and
had never seen missionaries studying
their language in order to translate the
Bible for them" (Anne Grover).
"The Love Europe congress in Germany was an exciting conference with
7,000 people from many different countries. It was an encouraging time of worship, prayer, seminars, Bible study, and
concerts. It prepared us to move out to
the different countries of Europe" (Lynne
Heck).
"I went to Spain with Love Europe
after spending an exciting time preparing for the experience in West Germany.
A highlight came when I stood in the
midst of seven young Spanish girls as
they personally accepted the Lord into
their hearts" (Mala Hicks).
"It was a blessing to share the love of
God with the children of Kenya"(Marie
Heisey).
"In London the unity and closeness of
our team was great despite the fact that
there were 73 of us" (Lorie Kline).
" Living with a Mexican family, learning how they live, and learning to love
them tops the list of highlights" (Wendell Landis).
"Being able to teach sewing to Bible
School women and young school girls,
attending the 3 and a half hour church
service, making friends with a baboon,
getting sunstroke, the house being invaded by driver ants, and living in the
jungle were some of my memorable
experiences" (Lisa Moore in Liberia).
"Meeting Christians from all over the
world and seeing Poles lead other Poles
to Christ was an incredible experience"
(Lee Nissle).
"Working with the children at the

orphanage, I cut hair and nails, bathed
the children and cleaned windows and
dishes. Also a highlight was getting to
know Team leaders" (Nancy Remillard).
Answers to prayer
Many answers to prayer came as a
result of the faithful prayers of the team
members and their sponsors.
"When we entered Zimbabwe, we had
a South Korean on our team, and Zimbabwe doesn't recognize South Korea as
a country. At first they were not going to
let him in, but we prayed, and then they
let him in" (Jereme Connor).
"The fact that many people were open
to talk to us was a tremendous answer to
prayer because France is normally quite
closed to the gospel" (Sheri Daggett).
"In the mornings we went from door
to door offering a free Bible course. Due
to the hundreds of doors slammed in
our faces, I felt this was a highly ineffective way of spreading the Word.
But we prayed, and at least 200 signed
up for the course, and a number received
the Lord" (Mala Hicks in Spain).
"One initial prayer I asked God for
was a family with children to live with,
and he blessed my roommate and me
with a great family with four kids"
(Wendell Landis in Mexico).
"We prayed for a stone deaf man who
was healed immediately, and he received
the gospel. At least three people were
delivered from demons. During one
week alone, 110 people came to Christ.
During some of the meetings the Holy
Spirit moved so strongly that people
were literally knocked off their feet"
(Vaughn Martin in Kenya).
"The house was being invaded by
driver ants. I said a quick prayer that
they would go away, and they did" (Lisa
Moore in Liberia).
Spiritual growth
Here are some testimonies of those
who experienced spiritual growth.
"My devotional life and prayer times
are more consistent, and I'm learning a
lot from them. This summer I learned
how to depend on the Lord for all my
needs and take everything to him in
prayer" (Melissa Adam).
"Just from distributing tracts, God
taught me a lot. I learned about perseverance, dealing with discouragement,
and facing rejection. Jesus taught me to
come before him humbly and ask him to
change me and my attitudes" (Sheri
Daggett).
"I learned to wait patiently for God's
timing. I hate to waste time. I just want
Evangelical Visitor

to get things done. But often God
showed me how important it is to relax
in him and wait. Also, trusting God for
everything was quite a big step for me"
(Tabitha DeBoe).
"1 learned to really put my faith in
God, and I found the value in the power
of prayer. Seeng God work in others'
lives touched mine" (Karen Hartman).
"Being away from my own culture
and those who know and love me helped
me see myself in relation to God much
more clearly. I realized that I had various idols, and Jesus wanted to be my
first love "(Mala Hicks).
"I realized that I was putting too
much of my security in my friends and
family. So I've learned to put my security in God alone. I have been learning to
be patient and wait on God's perfect
will" (Marie Heisey).
"I experienced boldness to share my
faith with others. Satan is alive and well.
We learned that we really need to fight
against his attacks to defeat and discourage us" (Kris Tenny).
Difficult experiences
Not everything is easy in being a
summer missionary. Here some members tell what was the hardest part of
their experience.
"The hardest part of my experience
was getting used to being away from
home. I think this was mainly because 1
missed all the food I can eat and the
closeness of home and friends" (Jereme
Connor—a 14-year-old boy from Michigan).
"Riding the trains and seeing all the
starving people begging for whatever
they can get, but not being able to give to
them was hard. On the other hand I was
able to share Christ with them" (Heidi
Eichhorn in India).
"The language barrier in the beginning among fellow teammates and the
Italian people was very frustrating"
(Karen Hartman in Italy).
"Adjusting to being a minority as an
American was hard. I found that many
Europeans have a poor opinion of
Americans" (Lynne Heck).
"Definitely not being able to communicate with someone in Spanish was
the hardest part of the whole summer. It
was very frustrating when we couldn't
c o m m u n i c a t e with them and they
couldn't communicate with us" (Wendell Landis in Mexico City).
"My hardest trial was trying to get
along with the missionaries I lived with.
One was from Australia and the other
from Hong Kong. So besides adjusting
December 1989

All agreed that
summer missions
was a catalyst
for a closer
walk with God.
to the African culture, I had to adjust to
two more cultures" (Lisa Moore in
Liberia).
"My time here in Turkey has been
stressful, tiring, unfamiliar. I can't explain why I feel the way I do right now,
but I want to cry. I want to experience
familiar things like eating dinner with
my family, running in my neighborhood, going to my church, talking with
my friends. At the same time 1 have a
longing to know and understand these
Turkish people that I am with. I'm frustrated. I want to spend some time with
Turks, and I don't. I want to learn what
they are like, but they exhaust me. It's so
much easier reading about them" (Wayne
Hostetler—from a letter written from
Turkey, August 1989).
"I felt a certain amount of growth, but
on the last night, the discussion raised
many questions in my mind. I am at the
point where doubts have arisen, and I
must find God for myself as an adult.
I've been a Christian since I was five
because that is what I was taught. Now I
must learn it for myself. I believe that
once I do learn, it will deepen my commitment" (Lee Nissle in Poland).
What about the future?
The summer experience affected the
future plans of the participants. It caused
some to change their plans and career
goals to follow where God leads.
"I feel that God is calling me into
full-time missions. I am planning to take
more Bible classes and do my master's
work in Teaching English as a Second
Language. I feel this will be very helpful
on the mission field" (Melissa Adam).
"I can't just sit around next summer,
not after a summer with Teen Missions.
It would be dull and boring. I need and
want to get involved" (Heidi Eichhorn).
"This summer has affected my plans
in that every plan I now make is
tentative—knowing that God might have
a different one for me. I am very open to
go wherever he wants me. I plan to study

Spanish and would like to work in a
South American country—perhaps with
street children—in the future" (Mala
Hicks).
"It has given me a desire to serve the
Lord as a front line soldier. Therefore, I
am interested in trying a year's mission
program when I graduate. From there
I'll see how God wants to use me"(Lorie
Kline).
"I'm more aware and cautious about
where and how I spend my money. The
affluence, overabundance, and waste of
Americans is appalling" (Nancy Remillard).
"My desire to be a long-term missionary has definitely been strengthened"
(Ruthie Wise).
Recommendations
The participants were asked, "Would
you recommend a summer missions
experience to others? Here are some of
their answers.
"Yes! But go humbly with a teachable
spirit. Ask God to be more personal and
real. There is no better way to depend
upon God than when nothing is familiar
around you. Just watch how he loves
and takes care of you"(Sheri Daggert).
"Yes, I would. It is truly a lifechanging experience. It helps one mature, gives a better understanding of
who you are as a person and gives you a
vision and concern for God's people"
(Lisa Moore).
"Yes. There are so many reasons
Christians should go on a short-term
mission. It's so important to get an
experience like this when you are still
young. International fellowship is tremendously uplifting. Sharing the gospel
with people who have never heard it
before is amazing" (Lee Nissle).
"Yes! Get out from the security of the
U.S.A. Go and rely totally on God to
bring you through difficult situations"
(Kris Tenny).
"I would definitely recommend it to
others because your eyes can't help but
be opened to the need in other places,
not only the need of material things, but
the enormous need of these people to be
told about Christ" (Ruthie Weise).
These young people have had an
incredible and unforgettable experience.
Their vision and enthusiasm is outstanding and is catching. Pray for them and
with them that they keep their hearts
open to the Lord's leading for their lives.
Such testimonies are a challenge to all to
give ourselves and our resources to missions and the work of the church in a
new way. Let us not fail them!
•
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Qh4TC/l_ [\Jews
Christina
Albright
joins New
Guilford staff
Christina Albright was installed as
Pastor of Christian Education on Sept.
3 by the New Guilford Brethren in
Christ Church, Chambersburg, Pa.
Christina graduated in 1989 from
Eastern Mennonite Seminary with a
Masters of Divinity degree. She has nine
years of teaching experience in public
schools and has served two churches in
the areas of youth ministry and Christian education. For the past two summers she was camp pastor at Kenbrook
Bible Camp.
Robert Verno is senior pastor of the
congregation.

Cober begins
assignment
with MCC
Marvin Cober of Wellesley, Ont., is
beginning a two-year Mennonite Central Committee assignment in Akron,
Pa., where he will be working as a mail
clerk for Printing and Mailing Services.
Cober was last employed as shipping
and receiving clerk at Erb Transport in
New Hamburg, Ont. He is a member of
Rosebank Brethren in Christ Church in
Kitchener, Ont. His parents are Don
and Ellen Cober of Wellesley.
MCC is the service, development and
relief agency for North American Mennonites and Brethren in Christ. Each
year about 390 people enter MCC assignments in any of 54 countries in
North America, Asia, Africa, Europe,
the Middle East or Latin America. Currently about 1,000 MCC workers serve
in such assignments as community
development, education, health, food
production, emergency response and
administration. Many workers are placed
in assignments where they work directly
with local churches or community
groups.
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Music scholarship
recipients announced
The Board for Congregational Life
recently announced the recipients of this
year's music scholarships. Shannon
McGarvey, Shannon Edwards, Rachel
Parenzuela, and Cheryl Langley were
selected out of 32 applicants to receive
$200 music scholarships for private
music lessons.
Shannon McGarvey, 18. is actively
involved vocally and instrumentally in
the music program of the Union Grove
congregation in Indiana. Shannon plans
to use her scholarship for a semester of
private piano instruction at college,
where she will be studying music education. Shannon would like to teach music
in a Christian school as well as accompany a Christian vocalist or vocal group.
Shannon Edwards, 15, attends the
Manor congregation in Pennsylvania
where he serves as pianist for Sunday
morning worship services. Presently
studying at the Lancaster Conservatory
of Music, Shannon plans to use his scholarship to further pursue private study on
the piano. He would like to continue to
develop his piano skills for use in the
worship services of his congregation.
Rachel Parenzuela, 15, has had numerous opportunities to share her violin
and piano talents with the Miami congregation in Florida. She would like to

Allegheny Conference
On Oct. 8, Rally Day, the Sunday school hour
of the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg. Pa.,
was a combined service with the Puppeteers from
Hagerstown Rescue Mission. • Secret sisters of
the Antrim congregation, Chambersburg, were
revealed at a party Oct. 13. Glenn Ginder was
evangelist Nov. 5-12. • Arthur Climenhaga spoke
Oct. 18-22 in revival meetings for the Big Valley
congregation. Belleville, Pa. The King's Troubadors sang Nov. 5. • The Canoe Creek church,
Hollidaysburg. Pa., was the site of the Oct. 28 S-2
communion and love feast with speaker Luke
Keefer, Sr.
Beth Frey, recently returned missionary from
Africa, was speaker Oct. 7 for the annual ladies
breakfast of the Carlisle, Pa., congregation. A

use her scholarship to perfect her violin
skills. Rachel would like to someday be
a music teacher so she could use her
talents to benefit and bless others.
Cheryl Langley, 18, has been active
for many years in the music program of
the Carlisle congregation in Pennsylvania. In addition to serving as pianist, she
has been active in the handbell choir,
youth choir, and senior choir. Cheryl
will be using her scholarship towards
her music education major at Messiah
College, where she is presently a
sophomore. She hopes to someday teach
music as well as give private music
instruction.
Lhese scholarships, sponsored by the
Board for Congregational Life through
its Music Trust Fund, are awarded
yearly to young people who are studying
music, are actively involved in the music
program of their church, and who show
leadership capabilities in the area of
music. This year's 32 applicants represented 22 different congregations and
exhibited a wide range of musical
abilities—voice, piano, trumpet, flute,
violin, clarinet, oboe, french horn, saxophone, harp, cello, baritone, trombone,
percussion, and guitar.
Lhe Board for Congregational Life is
pleased to be able to award these scholarships and help young people attain
their future goals in music. Scholarship
applications will be available again next
summer as we look forward to awarding
additional scholarships.

powder puff football game was Oct. 29. • Rally
Day was Oct. 29 for the Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa., on the theme, "Let the
Church Grow." Ken Hepner spoke Oct. 29—Nov.
1. • The Chambersburg, Pa., congregation has
subscribed to Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc.,
which allows legal reprint of music and lyrics in
bulletins, overheads, etc. Luke Keefer Sr. was
evangelist Oct. 29—Nov. 5. • On Oct. 28, the
youth of the Cumberland Valley congregation,
Dillsburg, Pa., sponsored a spaghetti supper and
"family feud." Questionnaires to 300 people were
tabulated for the game.
Oct. 22 was Friend Day at the Dillsburg, Pa.,
church. Time was set aside during worship to write
a friendship note of appreciation and affirmation
to someone near or far. • The Fairview congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., had their 8th annual mis-
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sions conference Oct. 8-11 with Devee Boyd and
Tom Sine. • Oct. 1 was Christ Crusaders Day at
the Five Forks church, Waynesboro. Youth assisted in most of the service, with Rick Feeny as
speaker. "When Nobody Loves You" was the
evening film. • The Grantham, Pa., church chancel choir presented "A Symphony of Song" on
Oct. 8 featuring the hymn arrangements of Max
Lyall. The F R E D group helped sponsora Harvest
Happening on Oct. 29.
Don Shafer was Oct. 15-18 revival speaker for
the Hanover, Pa., congregation. The youth had a
weekend retreat Nov. 3-5. • The highlights of the
Home Builders Oct. 21 Harvest Party at the Hollowell church, Waynesboro, Pa., reportedly were
Mickey Mouse playing pingpong and other children coming in costumes. • The Iron Springs
church, Fairfield, Pa., has approved purchase of
the Master Chorus Songbook. • Luke Keefer Jr.
spoke in renewal services Nov. 15-19 for the
Locust Grove congregation, York, Pa. • On Nov.
5, the Marsh Creek congregation. Howard, Pa.,
viewed "A Man Called N o r m a n . " • The Good
News Quartet, Mennonites f r o m Ohio, sang on
Oct. 14 for the Martinsburg, Pa., congregation.
Bruce Urey was speaker Nov. 5-12.
J o h n and Kathy Brubaker, missionaries home
from Thailand, spoke on Oct. 18 to the Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation. The church hosted the
Board of Bishops in November. • On Oct. 22. the
Montgomery church, Mercersburg, Pa., held a
Bible quizzing reunion meal centering around
shared memories of 31 years of coaches and trips.
• Pastor Esh of the Morning Hour Chapel congregation, East Berlin, Pa., recently preached a
series of messages on the New Age Movement. •
On Oct. 22, the Men's Fellowship Committee of
the Mt. Rock church, Shippensburg, Pa., had
Laymen's Sunday, totally hosted by and in honor
of church laity. A feature was a photo of the
church which was enlarged and cut into a puzzle.
Each family received a piece and was to bring it to
church to "complete the picture."
On Oct. 28, the New Guilford church, Chambersburg. Pa., had an all-day leadership retreat at
Antrim House. A Nov. 11 mother-daughter banquet featured turkey and all the trimmings. • The
Redland Valley congregation, York Haven, Pa.,
sponsored a couples' retreat Nov. 10-12 at Camp
Hebron with speaker David Leaman. The church
has a weekly We Care morning program for
homemakers and children. • Barton Starr led revival services Oct. 22-29 for the Springhope
church, Bedford, Pa. • A special offering was
given Nov. 26 by the Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md., for furnace replacement or repair.
• On Oct. 14, the West Shore congregation,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., held their fifth annual Apple
Butter Celebration with proceeds going for local
community benevolence. Forty bushels of apples
yielded eight kettles of apple butter.

m

For a long time, I have found
denominational magazines a burden
both to promote and to read. However, let me tell you, there has not
been an issue of the Visitor that did
not excite, inform, or challenge me.
Not only do I wholeheartedly wish
to support and promote the Visitor,
but I also look forward to its arrival at
my home.
—Rev. Paul Lehman-Schletewitz
Pastor of the Walnut (Calif.)
Brethren in Christ Church
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Atlantic Conference
Guests for the missionary conference Sunday,
Oct. 22, at the Cross Roads church. Mount Joy,
Pa., were Phil and Doreen Byers, headed for
Malawi, and Marie Heisey, summer VSer. • On
Nov. 5, the Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation held
a friendship tea for new attenders of the church.
The youth ministries task force held an open
forum in late October. • The Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa., recently held a steeple dedication ceremony. • The music committee of the Free
Grace church, Millersburg, Pa., sponsored "music
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night" on Nov. 5. • On Oct. 15, Phyllis Engle
spoke to the Hershey, Pa., congregation. An
international dinner followed the service. Jay
Booser led spiritual renewal services Oct. 26-29.
The pastoral advisory committee of the Holden
Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., met Oct. 20-21
to plan for 1990. • The Ladies Fellowship of the
Hummelstown, Pa., church had a bake sale on
Oct. 28. • On Oct. 8, Jay M c D e r m o n d , New Testament professor at Messiah College, spoke to the
Lancaster, Pa., congregation on "I once knew everything . . . b u t n o w . .
On Oct. 15, Barry
and Sharon Knowles presented a fast-paced, comical, and challenging program to the Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa., called "Unicycling for
C h r i s t . " • The Mastersonville congregation,
Manheim, Pa., planned a guess-who's-coming-todinner on Oct. 15. Arthur Climenhaga was renewal speaker Nov. 2-5.
The family with the most immediate family
members present for Rally Day, Oct. 1, at the Mt.
Pleasant church, Mt. Joy, Pa., received a S25
Christian Light Bookstore gift certificate. • The
20-student Messiah College Singers gave a program Oct. 22 for the Palmyra, Pa., congregation. •
J o h n H a w b a k e r w a s renewal speaker Nov. 5-8 for
the Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., on
"Courage to Cope." Jay Garber showed slides
f r o m Russia on Nov. 15. • Three members were
received Oct. 8 into the Refton, Pa., congregation.
The missions conference began Nov. 8 with a
"celebration of summer service." • The Oct. 15
evening service at the Skyline View church, Harrisburg. Pa., was on "symbols have meaning," a
study of how symbols give expression of God's
presence in the life of his people. Opportunity was
given for attenders to create a symbol.
The Wednesday night discussion group at the
Souderton, Pa., church recently studied Celebration of Discipline. • On Nov. 5, Bishop Byers
spoke to the Stowe, Pa., congregation. On Oct. 8,
the Summit View congregation. New Holland,
Pa., had a teacher appreciation night, including
the viewing of slides f r o m China. The play
"Friends Forever" on Oct. 29 culminated the
October friendship emphasis.

Canadian Conference
The sanctuary, choir room, and front lobby of
the Bridlewood church, Agincourt, Ont., were
recarpeted in late October. "What we believe and
why we believe it" was the fall adult Sunday school
focus. • On Oct. 15, the Delisle, Sask.. church
began a full hour junior church program. Forty
ladies attended an Oct. 23 "harvest celebration"
and wheat weaving demonstration. • On Oct. 1,
Mr. and Mrs. Siegfried Bartel shared with the
Falls View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont..
about their peace promotion through MCC.
Juana Garcia from Cuba spoke on Oct. 18.
On Oct. 15, The Crowning Brass sang for the
Heise Hill congregation, Gormley. Ont. The youth
recently had a bake-fest. • The members of the
Houghton congregation, Langton, Ont., gave an
offering of $10,000 for Cooperative Ministries on
Oct. 29. • Building positive family memories was
the theme of the October Sunday school at the
Massey Place church. Saskatoon, Sask. • On Oct.
8, the North East Community congregation, Calgary, Alb., collected non-perishable food items for
the Salvation Army. • Rick Silvestro was revival
speaker Nov. 12-19 for the Oak Ridges, Ont.,
congregation. • At a recent missions conference,
the Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont.,
raised $2781 for a car for Curtis and Leslie Book in
Nicaragua.
The Sherkston, Ont., congregation had an Oct.
28 adult potluck supper and game night. The
youth went on retreat Oct. 20 at Crieff Hills. •
Harold and Betty Albrecht spoke and showed
pictures of the missions in Zambia and Zimbabwe
on Oct. 15 to the Cheapside (Nanticoke, Ont.) and
Springvale (Hagersville, Ont.) congregations at
Springvale. • The Wainfleet, Ont., church had a
family harvest celebration Oct. 28 at Bookers'
barn. • Eight persons were baptized in a service
Oct. 1 at the Westheights church. Kitchener. Ont.
Parents' Night for the 61 boys and girls in Pioneer
Clubs was Oct. 10.

Central Conference

We are
moving
Effective December 14, the
Jacob Engle Foundation is
moving from California to
Pennsylvania. All remittances,
correspondence, and inquiries should be directed to:
Jacob Engle Foundation, Inc.
850 Wesley Drive,
P.O. Box 450
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
Phone: 800-726-1448
717-697-2634
FAX:
717-697-7714

20

Fifty-four persons of the Amherst congregation. Massillon, Ohio, enjoyed a guess-who'scoming-to-dinner on Oct. 15. • The Board for
Brotherhood Concerns met Oct. 13-14 at the Ashland, Ohio, church. The executive director, Dave
Brubaker, spoke the Sunday morning message on
Oct. 15. The Northern Ohio hymn sing was Oct. 29
at Ashland. • The youth of the Beulah Chapel
congregation. Springfield, Ohio, led the Oct. 29
evening service. The Wingert Family Singers sang
in the Nov. 19 morning service. • Five persons
were baptized Oct. 29 at the Christian Union
church. Garrett, Ind. On Oct. 15, the congregation
saw an audiovisual on the London missions
efforts.
On Nov. 15, the Fairview congregation, Englewood, Ohio, welcomed into membership Gerald
and Iris Shepherd and J o h n and Ann Harrold
who are interested in church planting in Indianapolis where they reside. On Oct. 29, Peter Hollingsworth and three other college students talked
about their summer witnessing experience with
Athletes in Action, a Campus Crusade group. •
The Pioneer Clubs of the Highland church. West
Milton, Ohio, had a hayride and weiner roast on
Oct. 27. • Dotty Schmitt was guest speaker Oct. 29
for the Lakeview congregation, Goodrich, Mich.
The church hosted the Goodrich Community
Choir in mid-October. • In October and November. the Mooretown congregation, Sandusky,

Mich., cooperatively sponsored the film series
"Making Things Right" by Paul Faulkner.
On Oct. 30, Phil Keefer presented a seminar on
wills to the Morrison, 111., congregation. Adults
recently took the opportunity to play volleyball
while the youth group staffed the nursery. •
Robert Finlay preached Oct. 8 at the Pleasant
Hill, Ohio, church and spoke to interested persons
afterward about the ministry of Messiah Village. •
Cults was the subject for November Wednesday
Bible studies of the Sippo Valley congregation,
Massillon, Ohio. • Thirty-seven volunteers from
Indiana and Michigan helped harvest wood and
clear broken limbs at Memorial Holiness C a m p in
October.

Midwest Conference
On Oct. 13-15, Phil Swisher of the Community
South church, Oklahoma City, led spiritual life
meetings for the Abilene, Ks., congregation. • The
Bethany church, Thomas, Okla., sponsored the
Oklahoma church growth dinner on Oct. 30. The
program included three audiovisuals: "First the
Blade"; "100 Years and Growing"; and "A New
Church Plan." • Paul and Audrey Eberhard were
installed Nov. 26 as pastoral couple of the Mound
Park church, Dallas Center, Iowa. • The Oklahoma City, Okla.. church recently exceeded their
goal for "Catch Up Sunday" by almost a thousand
dollars.
Director of Planned Giving Phil Keefer spoke
Oct. 20-24 to the Rosebank congregation. Hope.
Ks., on "Taking Christian Growth Seriously."
Evangelistic services with Jack Yost were Oct.
26-29. • On Oct. 22, David Bowell reported to the
Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., on his Teen Missions Trip to Indonesia. Zion hosted the October
fifth Sunday service by showing the film "The
Genesis Solution."

Pacific Conference
On Oct. 31, the fellowship team of the Moreno
church, Moreno Valley, Calif., sponsored a Hallelujah Party complete with judging of biblical costumes, food, games, prizes, and a lions' den. • Fall
adult Sunday school offerings at the New Community church, Pomona, Calif., were "What the
Bible is all a b o u t " and a study of The Secret of the
Harvest. An outreach seminar with Warren Hoffman was Oct. 17. • The Ontario, Calif., church
had an open air service Oct. 29 at Mile High Pines
Camp. • The Spanish/English adult class which
meets at the Pacific Highway church, Salem, Ore.,
is studying the La Vida con Dios and Life With
God books. A number of members from the congregation along with those from the Redwood
Country church. Grants Pass, Ore., participated in
the Sixth Annual M C C Oregon Fall Festival on
Oct. 14 at the Linn County Fairgrounds. • On
Nov. 3. the Riverside, Calif., church sponsored an
All Saints Ball with people coming as their favorite
saint or anything from heaven. Activities included
refreshments, trinket raffle, and a costume contest.
Proceeds went for the hungry and homeless in
southeast Africa through the World Hunger Fund.

Please mail all future editorial
correspondence
to P.O. Box 166, Nappanee. IN46550. We are no
longer at the 301 N. Elm address. Deadline for
church news and For the Record items: arriving in
our office by the first day of each month.
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For the Record

Charles: Seth Evan, Nov. 11; Jay Wilbur and
Daleen (Asper) Charles, Pequea congregation,
Pa.

Births

Climenhaga: Andrew Gregory, Sept. 29; Greg
and Julie (Tarnawsky) Climenhaga, Falls View
congregation, Ont.

Baer: Alicia Nicole, Sept. 7; Gary and Angie
(LaPole) Baer, Antrim congregation. Pa.

Conrad: Jessie Lynn, Oct. 4; John and Karen
Conrad, Hollowell congregation, Pa.

Bechtold: Carson Lyle, Oct. 12; Marlin and
Jan (Rheinheimer) Bechtold, Cross Roads congregation. Pa.

Drennen: Sarah Irene, Oct. 8; Rick and Sylvia
Drennen, Refton congregation, Pa.

Brewer: Miranda Dale, May 4; Richard and
Shellie (Dawes) Brewer, Waukena congregation,
Calif.
Burish: Tiffany E., Aug. 19; Steve and Suzan
(Earles) Burish, Waukena congregation. Calif.
Byers: Renee Marie, Oct. 5; Phillipand Doreen
(Mellott) Byers, Chambersburg. Pa.

Gray: David Alan, Nov. 8; Douglas and Angie
(Downin) Gray, Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Hertzler: Chelsea Lindsey, Oct. 16; Ken and
Rosene (Mellinger) Hertzler, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Highlands: Kevin Robert, July 12; chosen son
of Russel and Denise Highlands on Oct. 11, Carlisle congregation. Pa.

Miller: Michael Robert, Oct. 30; Mike and
Norma Miller, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Morris: Jessica Ellen, Sept. 20; Dane and Leisa
(Adams) Morris, Antrim congregation. Pa.
Rhoads: Robert John, Oct. 13; James and
Roberta (Scheer) Rhoads, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Sider: Jordon William, Sept. 30; Troy and
Natalie Sider, Port Colborne congregation, Ont.
Steager: Laura Nicole, Oct. 21; Dwayne and
Shari (Sides) Steager, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Starr: Ella Marie, Oct. 24; Terry and Beth
Starr, Chambersburg congregation. Pa.
Taylor: Joseph Leonard, Aug. 27; Terry and
Teresa (Moore) Taylor, Fairview congregation,
Ohio.

continued on page 23

The new home of the Visitor

Media ministries building dedicated
The new headquarters of the Board for Media Ministries
was dedicated on Saturday morning, Nov. 11. The 22,500
square foot building, located on 5.5 acres of land on the east
side of Nappanee, Indiana, houses the printing facilities for
Evangel Press, the warehouse for Evangel Publishing House,
and the editorial and administrative offices of the board. All
accounting functions for the Christian Light Bookstores are
also handled in the new building.

The Board for Media Ministries moved from the old location at 301 North Elm Street to the new building during the
first two weeks of October. The offices and printing plant had
been in the old building for more than 60 years.

Over 130 persons attended the dedication ceremony, led by
Bishop Owen Alderfer. The guest speaker, Rev. Richard Oltz,
executive director of Bethel Publishing Company, spoke of the
power of the printed word. Ruth Freed, a former employee of
22 years, brought a heart-felt message of recognition of past
and present employees, and Glenwyn Cassel, printing customer service representative, led the singing. Rev. Rick Mailloux,
pastor of the Nappanee Brethren in Christ Church, gave the
invocation and benediction.
Following the service of dedication, visitors toured the plant
and offices, and enjoyed a buffet lunch.
T h e entrance to the office area.

Roger Williams, executive director of the board, at the
p o d i u m , w i t h B i s h o p A l d e r f e r , R i c h a r d O l t z , a n d Pastor
Mailloux.
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Part of the printing plant. T h e new building doubles the
a m o u n t of space available for the printing division.
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by Paul Hostetler
It is our hope that your congregation will become more involved in
the coming 1990 General Conference than just sending delegates.
One good way to accomplish this is
to make a banner, or poster, or bulletin board display to be exhibited
at the large denominational convention meeting on the campus of
Messiah college, Grantham, Pa.,
June 30 through July 5.
The Board for Stewardship is
confident that some person, or
group of persons, in your church
will want to respond to our invita-

tion to create a colorful visual to
direct the attention of General Conference attendants to the far-ranging
ministries of the brotherhood. The
facilities at Messiah College are
particularly well-suited for such
displays.
It will be a real delight to have
your congregation represented.
Please talk to one or more of your
leaders about arranging for this.
Even better, volunteer your own
services. The guidelines which follow will help you design and develop
your entry.

You are invited
to be
involved
at the
1990

General
Conference

m
Guidelines for your involvement
What to Make:
Poster—any size and color(s)
or
Banner—any size and color(s)
or
Bulletin Board Display—may also be any size and color(s).
It will need to be mounted on some kind of background.
Subject:
General Conference Theme, 1990-92, "This We Believe"
or
Cooperative Ministries at Work
or
1990 Cooperative Ministries theme: "Cooperative Ministries is PEOPLE"
Participation:
Each congregation may prepare an entry, in one category
only. Small congregations may combine forces.
Application:
Your pastor has received information and a registration
blank. He will be pleased to hear about your interest in
the project.
Deadlines:
For registration: February I, 1990
For completion of your entry: Date of your regional
conference
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Recognitions:
All regional entries to be displayed at the respective regional
conferences, as arranged by regional conference leadership.
All entries displayed throughout General Conference time.
Each entry to have attached: congregation's name, address,
and regional conference name.
Each entry listed in the General Conference newsletter,
"Conference Crier."
All entries to be made available to other congregations, as
arranged by the congregations.

If you need more information or an application form,
contact Paul Hostetler, Stewardship Office, P.O. Box 450,
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. If you prefer, call (717) 6972634 (O) or (717) 766-2621 (H). The home number has an
answering machine.
Remember that deadline for registration: February 1,1990.
It's going to be a great General Conference! Your involvement will help make it even better.
Evangelical Visitor

Welch: Peter James, Oct. 15; Norman and
Marilyn (Rausch) Welch, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Wolgemuth: J o h n Miller II, Oct. 27; Jesse and
Laura (Heitzman) Wolgemuth, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Workman: Teagan James, Aug. 18; Craig and
Sue W o r k m a n , Port Colborne congregation, Ont.

Weddings
Braun-Pankratz: Rosemary Ann, daughter of
A b r a m and Irma Pankratz, Kitchener, Ont., and
Douglas Willard, son of Willard and Mae Braun,
Kitchener, Oct. 21, at the Westheights Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. David lllman and Rev.
Colin Meikle officiating.
Campbell-Benner: Dianne Lynette Benner,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Wingert, Greencastle, Pa., and Bruce Thomas, son of Mr. and
Mrs. William Campbell, Concord, Pa., Sept. 9, at
the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. T h o m a s Bouch officiating.
Fretz-Schiavone: Phyllis, daughter of Paul and
Phyllis Schiavone, Fort Erie, Ont., and Brad, son
of Karl and Lorna Fretz, Ridgeway, Ont.. Sept. 9,
at St. Paul's R o m a n Catholic Church with Father
Peterson and Rev. Rick Silvestro officiating.
Garns-Black: Nancy Lynette. daughter of Vernon and Yvonne Black, Chambersburg, Pa., and
Joseph Lee, son of J o h n and Catherine Garns,
Chambersburg, Oct. 2, at the Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. A. Graybill
Brubaker and Rev. Kevin Witter officiating.
Gingerich-Stoner: Cathy Gail, d a u g h t e r of
J o h n K. and Janet Stoner, Akron, Pa., and
Andre, son of Ray and Wilma Gingerich, Harrisonburg, Va., Aug. 19, at the Lancaster Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Titus Bender and Rev.
J o h n K. Stoner officiating.
Junggust-Ebersole: Andrea Louise, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ebersole, Annville, Pa.,
and Allan Christopher, son of Mr. and Mrs.
George Junggust, Stewartstown. Pa., Sept. 30, at
the Fairland Brethren in Christ Church with Dr.
Vernon Bosserman officiating.
Kulikowski-Comfort: Julie Ann. daughter of
David and J u n e C o m f o r t , St. Ann, Ont., and
T h o m a s Jeffrey, son of Ron and E m m a Kulikowski, Stoney Creek, Ont., Oct. 14. at the Boyle
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Jeff House
officiating.
Landis-Paul: Kelly Ann, daughter of Kenneth
D. and Mary Ann Paul, Sellersville, Pa., and
J o s e p h Lynn, Jr., son of Joseph L. and Donna
Landis, Souderton, Pa.. Oct. 14, at t h e S o u d e r t o n
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Kevin Ryan
officiating.
Martin-Stains: Carissa Renee, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Landis Stains, Chambersburg, Pa., and
Loren Jay, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lester Martin,
Greencastle, Pa., Oct. 21, at the Antrim Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner
officiating.
McMichael-Meyers: Diane Marie, daughter of
J o h n and Dolly Meyers, Greencastle, Pa., and
Gregory Scott, son of J o h n and Shirley McMichael, Willow Street, Pa., Oct. 7, at the M a n o r
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J o h n B.
Hawbaker officiating.
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Musser-Walls: Laura Beth, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Merle R. Walls, Holidaysburg, Pa., and
Ronald Eugene, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald D.
Musser. Mercersburg, Pa., Oct. 21, at the Canoe
Creek Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Mark
Slagenweit and Rev. Curtis Bryant officiating.
Peris-Shenk: Delaine, daughter of Daniel and
Naomi Shenk, Conestoga, Pa., and Chris, son of
Donald and Ethel Peris, Millersville, Pa., Oct. 14,
at the Pequea Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Omer E. King officiating.
Ritchey-Becker: Tracey Lynne, daughter of
Marcus and Sandy Becker, Lititz, Pa., and Brian
Scott, son of Kenneth and Elizabeth Ritchey,
Manheim, Pa.. Oct. 14, at the Lancaster Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. James Ernst officiating.
Thomson-Zook: Brenda Dawn, daughter of
Mrs. and Mrs. Dwight B. Zook, Pleasanton,
Calif., and Gordon P. Thomson, son of Mr. and
Mrs. J o h n Johnson, Dublin, Calif., Sept. 2. at the
J o h n Knox Presbyterian Church with Rev. Paul
D. Hill officiating.
Umholtz-Wolgemuth: Kaye Lynette, daughter
of H. Earl and J o a n Wolgemuth, Mount Joy, Pa.,
and Kirby Dale, son of Leo D. and Elma Umholtz,
Mount Joy, Oct. 28, at the Cross Roads Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Dale H. Engle and
Rev. Wayne R. Kenney officiating.

Obituaries
Funk: Rosanna L. Funk, 72, of Cleona. Pa.,
died Oct. 6. She was the daughter of the late
Samuel and Rosa Kreider Funk. She was preceded in death by a brother, Jacob Funk; and
three sisters, Ida Bomgardner. Mary Morrison,
and Grace Partridge. Surviving are two brothers,
Daniel Funk and J o h n Funk; and four sisters,
Margaret Speece, Irene McConnell, Minnie Hitz,
and Kathryn Funk. Rosanna was employed by the
Lebanon County Workshop. She was a member
of the Cleona Fire Company Auxiliary, Cleona
Senior Citizens, and the Fairland congregation.
The funeral service was held at the church with Dr.
Vernon Bosserman officiating.
Martin: Larry P. Martin, born Dec. 11, 1939,
in Fairview, Pa., the son of Charles and Nellie
Martin, died Oct. 20. He was preceded in death by
his father. Surviving are his wife, Ethel (Musser); a
daughter, Angela; two sons, Steven and Greg; and
his mother. Larry worked for 27 years at Acme
Markets and for 2 years as a truck driver for
Shawleys Gas. He was a member of the Five Forks
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., where he had
helped with the boys clubs. The funeral service was
held at the church with Rev. Wilbur Besecker
officiating. Interment was in Parklawn Memorial
Gardens, Chambersburg.
Mellinger: Daniel Musser Mellinger, born Aug.
7, 1894, the son of Daniel and Catherine Musser
Mellinger, died Oct. 6. He was preceded in death
by his wife, Esther A. (Rutt). Surviving are 2
daughters, Frances R. Greenawalt and Rhoda
Dagen; 11 grandchildren; and 30 great-grandchildren. Daniel was the oldest member of the Manor
congregation, Pa. He had been a painter, and for
many years he served as a songleader for his congregation. The funeral was held at the church with
Rev. J o h n B. Hawbaker, Rev. Omar Beiler, and
Rev. Henry Hostetter officiating. Interment was in
Millersville Mennonite Cemetery.

Musser: Eber L. Musser, born April 28, 1907,
in Greenvillage, Pa., died Sept. 7. Survivingare his
wife, Laura Kane Musser; a daughter, Ethel Sider;
3 sons, Ronald D., William K., and Charles A.; 11
grandchildren; and 5 great-grandchildren. Eber
had been a farmer for 35 years and served as a
trustee of the Montgomery congregation. Mercersburg, Pa., for 12 years. Services were held at
the church with Rev. Curtis Bryant and Rev.
Charlie Byers officiating. Interment was in the
church cemetery.
Peters: Mary B. Peters, born July 22, 1904,
died Oct. 22. Surviving are three sisters, Susie
Keefer, Ruth B. Boose, and Anna B. Forry. Mary
was a resident of Messiah Village and a member of
the Manheim, Pa., congregation. The funeral was
held at the Messiah Village Chapel with Rev. J.
Robert Lehman officiating. Interment was in the
Mastersonville, Pa., cemetery.
Sheffer: Rhoda Pearl Sheffer, born June 22.
1906, in Gormley, Ont., the daughter of Bishop
Peter and Sarah Steckley, died Oct. 11. Preceding
her in death were her husband Harvey Sheffer; a
grandson, Rick Sheffer; brothers, Lewis, Asa,
Henry, Landon, and Jessie; and sisters, Alice
Sider, Ella Lehman, Mary L e h m a n , Maggie
Swalm, Ruth Cober Stickley, and Sarah. Surviving are three children, Marjorie Cooney. Walter,
and Velma; six grandchildren; a sister, Cora
Cloke; and a brother, Peter. Rhoda was a member
of the Stayner congregation, Ont., where she
served with her husband Harvey as deacon and
wife for 35 years. She also taught Sunday school
for many years. Funeral services were held at the
church with Rev. George C. Sheffer and Rev.
Darrell Winger officiating.
Smith: Mildred F. Smith, born Dec. 10, 1902,
the daughter of Philip and Elizabeth (Shingler)
Briggs, died Oct. 12. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Thomas A. Smith; two sons, Harold
S. Briggs and Samuel T. Smith; and two brothers,
Philip Briggs and Elmer Briggs. Surviving are 2
sons, Donald L. and Ardell L.; 2 daughters, Betty
J. Morningstarand Gwendolyn Heidler; 18 grandchildren; and 25 great-grandchildren. Mildred's
conversion 51 years ago under the preaching of
Harry Fink is recounted in Morris Sider's Fire in
the Mountains. She was a member of the Blandburg congregation where she was a Sunday school
and VBS teacher. The funeral was held at the
church with Rev. J o h n L. Rosenberry and Rev.
Merle J. Horton officiating. Interment was in
Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Glasgow, Pa.

Notice to descendants interested in erecting a memorial stone
to Henry Climenhaga (1798-1879),
his wife Susan Bickard (18121881); their son Abraham (18511935) and his wife Sarah Ann
Sider (1854-1924); and their
grandsons William Henry (18711941) and wife Mary Sett (18661938), and Jacob (1875)and
wife Catharine Sider.
Please send donations to Joan
Oppertshauser, 3886 Cedar Hill
Road, Victoria BC, V8P 3Z6. The
memorial stone will be placed in
the Maple Lawn Cemetery, Wainfleet, Ontario.
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THE JACOB ENGLE FOUNDATION SERIES

Where we have been, and
where we are going
Peter H. von Keyserling

Over the past year we have endeavored to familiarize each of you with the
Jacob Engle Foundation operations and
people. While we were doing this, we
were also seeking to change a number of
things within the foundation's general
operation. We believe you will find it
easier to understand the changes we are
making having had the background of
the preceding articles.
Some of you have expressed concern
at the lack of foundation staff in the
Mechanicsburg offices since last spring.
This year has been spent streamlining
the operation to provide better services,
appropriate investment certificates suited
to your needs and the needs of the
church, and organizing the church and
pastoral loan department under the
leadership of Carol McDonald, while
significantly reducing overhead operational expenses. To accomplish this, all
operations were temporarily concentrated in the Upland, Calif., office. Each
operation was reviewed intensively and
revised as required. We hope this has
been virtually invisible to you. We hope
that all you have noticed is better,
friendlier service.
The reorganizing work was completed by November 1, 1989. During
December the Upland office will be
closed and the staff relocated into other
occupations. We are grateful for the
fine, dedicated service of each member
of the staff. They have worked very hard
to meet the deadline of revising systems
and to have all this done by November,
so the whole operation can be transferred to a new staff in excellent condition. The new staff will be located in the
office building at 850 Wesley Drive,
Mechanicsburg, Pa. We have been individually and collectively determined to
give the new staff every opportunity to
continue to serve you, the church, well
as they assume this responsibility.
The move to Mechanicsburg has been
This is thefinal article in a series about the
Jacob Engle Foundation. The author concluded his service as executive director of the
JEFon Nov. 1.
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very carefully planned over the past two
years. The church financial people have
been convinced that putting the Stewardship Department (containing the
church treasury function and planned
giving function), the Church Pension
Trust Fund, and the foundation activities under a common management team
would reduce overhead expense and
improve the service level to the whole
church. These people, responsible for
the financial management of the church,
were charged with this responsibility by
you, the church, through the Board of
Administration. They are to be commended for doing a careful, well-considered combining of the operations to
improve the overall financial management within the denomination.
You will begin to see the effect of this
new, combined operation in the years
ahead. However, as is the case with any
organizational change, the smoothness
of this transition and its effectiveness is
not solely dependent upon planning and
execution by management. The success
will really be determined by you. You
will need to encourage the new staff, be
understanding and helpful as they encounter and resolve the inevitable
glitches. Your support must go beyond
just encouragement. As important as
that is, your support is required through
the use of your resources. These are the
very resources which our Lord has
entrusted to your care. Although the
Lord has given each of us discretion in
the use of these resources, he does
expect each of us to invest these resources for the building of his kingdom. Why
else would he have entrusted them to us?
I have often thought that the parable
of the talents could be interpreted to
equate the buried talent to resources
invested with no benefit to God's kingdom. The minimum expectation, according to the parable, was interest from
the moneylenders being returned for
kingdom use. The more productive investments were putting the whole resource to work as an investment in the
work of the kingdom and earning gains

as well. The inference of the parable is:
the more successfully invested in the
kingdom work, the more will be entrusted to you to manage for kingdom
work.
Your support requires investment in
the kingdom work through investments
in the Jacob Engle Foundation Stewardship Certificates, support of the Pension Trust Fund, and support of Cooperative Ministries through committed
giving from the returns on investments
in our Lord's kingdom work. Recognize
the resources the Lord has committed to
your care: your financial resources are
the most obvious, but you have other
resources too. You have earning power
as a result of your energy and brainpower. You have influence with friends
and acquaintances which can be employed to encourage them to invest in
kingdom work. You have possessions
which will need to be distributed when
you no longer need them or wish to
manage them. Be sure to remember the
needs of the work of our church as you
plan the distribution.
Our church teaches total commitment
to the Lord. Part of that total is how you
are managing the resources entrusted to
your care for the growth of the kingdom
through the work of our Lord's Church.
The Brethren in Christ Stewardship
Services, now being formed from the
existing Stewardship office, Pension
Trust Fund, and the Jacob Engle Foundation, is designed to assist you in carrying out this total commitment to the
Lord and his work.
It is but one area of our church, which
has as its primary focus serving you as
you serve the Lord with your total
commitment. We, the past staff of the
Jacob Engle Foundation, ask the Lord's
blessing upon each of you and wish to
thank you for your past commitment of
support to the foundation. You have
made our work on behalf of the kingdom most rewarding! We pray that you
will renew your commitment with increased intensity supporting the new
staff as they endeavor to serve you.
•
Evangelical Visitor
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Messiah
College News

"Around the world in eighty years"
So went the theme of the 1989 Messiah Homecoming, held the weekend of
October 20-21. More than a thousand
alumni turned out on a cold Saturday
for events such as a parade, carriage
rides, bed races, a full day of sporting
events, good food, and fellowship. On
the field, the Falcon soccer team played
rival Elizabethtown. Because of injuries
to key players and a tough opponent,
Messiah lost 0-3. Until the previous
week the Falcons had been number one
in the nation in NCAA Division III
soccer with 15 consecutive wins. Prior to
the match a helicopter delivered the
homecoming host and hostess to the
field.
Three individuals were honored by
the Alumni Association. For his 33
years of dedication to Christian higher
education at Upland and Messiah Colleges, Mr. Dwight E. Bert (MJC '42)
received the 1989 Alumni Appreciation
Award. John D. Finley (Messiah College '80), an Associate with Chase Securities and a Vice President with Public
Financial Consultants, received the
Young Alumnus Achievement Award.
And for his matchless record of Christian service, Bishop Charlie B. Byers
(MJC '58) was presented with the Alumni Association's 1989 Distinguished
Alumnus Award.

How to apply for financial aid
College-bound high school seniors:
apply for financial aid now. Here are
four steps to follow in applying for
financial aid for 1990-1991 academic
year.
1. Identify the types of financial aid
for which you may qualify. The Messiah
College Financial Aid Office has a
packet of helpful brochures that it will
send to interested students. Contact this
office (Grantham, PA 17027) and ask
for the materials mentioned in the December 1989 Evangelical Visitor.
2. Discuss the availability of state
provincial and local community scholarships, grants, and loans with your
school guidance counselor.

Alumni Award Winners (from left to right): Dwight Bert, Bishop Charlie
Byers, and John Finley.
Trustee report
Messiah's bustling, thriving campus
gives alumni and friends many reasons
to believe that the college is doing its job
pretty well. But without the dedicated
work of the Board of Trustees, many of
Messiah's accomplishments as an institution would never get off the ground.
During the annual fall meeting, held
October 20, the board discussed or acted
on the following items:
Confirmed the selection of The Kostecky Group of Wormleysburg, Pennsylvania, as architects for the new academic building, to be completed in time
for the opening of the 1991-1992 academic year.
Authorized the administration to proceed with the planning and permitting
process for a new residence hall, which
will be designed similarly to Naugle and
Witmer residences.
Elected the slate of board officers for
1989-1990: Galen Oakes (chairman),

3. Many financial aid programs require students to demonstrate financial
need. For example, at Messiah the
Financial Aid Form (FAF) is used to
determine financial need for non-Pennsylvania residents. Pennsylvania residents
file the Pennsylvania Higher Education
Assistance Agency (PHEAA) application to determine financial need. Need
analysis forms should be completed and
submitted during January and February.
4. Submit your financial aid application early. High school students should
apply for financial aid in January or
February.

Dwight Bert (vice chairman), Emerson
Frey (secretary), and Ken Martin
treasurer).
Approved the following faculty promotions, effective 1990-1991: Edward
Davis, Associate Professor of Science
and History (Grantham Brethren in
Christ Church); Peter Fraser, Associate
Professor of Chemistry (Grantham
Brethren in Christ Church); Earl Genzel, Associate Professor of Theatre; Steve
Hayes, Assistant Professor of Developmental Studies (Dillsburg Brethren in
Christ Church); Larry Lake, Associate
Professor of Writing; Ted Prescott, Professor of Art (Grantham Brethren in
Christ Church); and Lawrence Ressler,
Associate Professor of Social Work.

Support group helps missionary
children adapt
When students who have been "missionary kids" (MKs) living in another
country enroll at Messiah, they often
have many adjustments to make. Because they have lived in another culture
for a major portion of their lives, things
that seem obvious or "normal" to someone who has lived in American culture
may be strange to MKs. For this reason,
Messiah has begun a chapter of Mu
Kappa International, a support ministry
organized by MKs themselves to specifically address their own needs.
"Our purpose in beginning a Mu
Kappa chapter at Messiah is first and
foremost to be a support group for our
students who are missionary kids," says
Rick Zook, newly-elected president of
the campus chapter. "I'd like to see the
group be an organization where upperclass students who are MKs help the
new students who are MKs adjust to
American culture and student life. We
can be there as a listening ear because
continued
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Messiah College . . .
continued from age 25

we've shared many similar experiences.
For example, I spent five years as an
M K in Papua, New Guinea, and when I
came here I needed to learn to drive.
Some MKs coming in directly from the
field to Messiah have this same need, or
at least they have to learn to drive on the
right side of the road instead of the left."
Mu Kappa's second purpose is to
provide social interaction, both between
MKs and with other students on campus. According to George Jackson III,
Director of multi-cultural programs,
about fifty MKs turned out for the first
Mu Kappa meeting. George feels that
because of their varied background,
MKs are often misunderstood. Moreover, many of them look like "majority"
kids in the mainstream of American culture. Thus people may not be as sympathetic to their struggles to adapt.
Through Mu Kappa activities, George
hopes that MKs will be able to better
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of Keace

Someone has said that if ministry
doesn't happen in the local congregation, it won't happen. That's one reason
why the Board for Brotherhood Concerns has encouraged regional Boards
for Brotherhood Concerns to develop
ministries which are geographically specific. It is also a good reason for local
churches to follow the lead of a number
of congregations in forming a local
"Peace and Social Concerns Committee." The beginning of a new year is a
good time to do that.
Why organize a Peace and Social
Concerns Committee?
Aren't there
enough committees already? Perhaps
so, but how many of them have peace
education and social concerns ministries
and awareness as their primary emphases? There are committees for Christian education, missions, evangelism, music,
worship, hospitality, visitation—all fulfilling part of the total mission of the
church. Why not one to fulfill another
part—the call to be peacemakers and to
minister to people with physical and
emotional needs?
The Way of Peace column is a project of
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns.
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process their two sets of cultural information (those from the country where
they grew up and those from their new
culture in America). He also hopes the
organization will help others to be more
aware of the special needs that MKs
have.
Associate Professor of French and
Communications Lois Beck will serve as
the club advisor. After attending graduate school and serving with Operation
Mobilization in France, as well as teaching at both the Choma Secondary
School in Zambia and Daystar University College in Kenya, Mrs. Beck understands first-hand the experience of adjusting from one culture to another.
"I've found it much more difficult to
adjust to returning home from another
culture than it is to go. There, people
understand that you're in a new culture
and can help you, but when you come
home no one realizes the readjustment
you're going through." She hopes that
through Mu Kappa, students will be
able to help each make the transition.
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A column for

What would a Peace and Social Concerns Committee do? Simply stated,
such a committee is a means by which
the peace heritage of the Brethren in
Christ can be passed on—especially to
our children and the new believers
among us. This can be done by sponsoring Sunday school electives and congregational forums to learn about and discuss the biblical basis for peace, providing resources for the church library,
coordinating volunteers at local ministries, promoting voluntary service opportunities (with Mennonite Central
Committee, for example), providing settings in which people can tell their
peacemaking stories, working at integrating peace and social concerns ministries into the total life of the church.
Many congregations already do many
of these things, but other congregations
would benefit from a structure whose
specific responsibility is to promote a
biblical understanding of peace and justice. If you would like more information
on how to develop an agenda for a
Peace and Social Concerns Committee,
please contact the Board for Brotherhood Concerns, P.O. Box 246, Mount
Joy, PA 17552 (717-653-8251).
•

Mennonite Your Way
deadline extended
The deadline to apply as a host family
for the new Mennonite Your Way Directory for the years 1990-92 has been
extended to January 12, 1990. Mennonite Your Way is a listing of more than
2,000 host families across North America willing to open their homes and provide lodging for visitors to their community. Five editions have already been
published; Directory VI is planned for
publication in Spring 1990.
If you want to be listed as a host in the
Mennonite Your Way Directory VI,
inquire for an application immediately:
Mennonite Your Way Directory VI,
Box 1525, Salunga, PA 17538 or phone
717/653-9288. Final registration deadline is January 12, 1990.

Conciliation Service
offers two training
institutes in 1990
Mennonite Conciliation Service will
hold two training institutes in Akron,
Pa., in 1990.
The first, "Conflict and cultural context: Transformation and training," will
be held March 21 to 23. It will be an
advanced institute, designed for experienced mediation trainers and practitioners with a special interest in culturally appropriate conflict transformation.
The second event will be MCS's sixth
summer training institute, held June 25
to 29. This institute will introduce participants to interpersonal mediation, as
well as group facilitation and group conflict intervention skills. One unit of college or seminary credit is available for
the summer institute.
Primary trainer for the March event
will be John Paul Lederach, director of
MCS. Lederach is an internationally
known mediator and trainer, with experience in Central America, as well as
other cross-cultural training and intervention settings. Alice M. Price, associate director of MCS, and Lederach
will lead the summer institute. Price
joined MCS in 1988 after several years
of practice as a mediator and attorney in
Colorado.
Registration for both events is limited.
For more information, contact: Mennonite Conciliation Service, P.O. Box
500, Akron, PA 17501-0500.
•
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The inductive method
of Bible study
by Dave Zercher
"I'm tired of all this 'method stuff.'
Why can't we just read the Bible and do
what it says?"
Each and every fall, this question
raises its idyllic head in my Intro to Bible
class at Messiah College. And each and
every fall, I defend the inductive method
of Bible study with my own barrage of
idealism. This is what I say:
"Everyone who reads the Bible is an
interpreter. So while we may all read the
same words, these words mean different
things to different people. The inductive
method is our safeguard—a bridge which
carries the reader from the words to the
proper meaning of the biblical text."
Now, obviously, that doesn't always
happen; as is true of any bridge, there
are lots of places to fall off along the
way. Nonetheless, the chasm between
words and meaning is most effectively
spanned by this bridge we call the
"inductive method of Bible study."That's
why all Messiah students, from accountants to zoologists, are expected to know
it.
To most people, including the students in my class, the phrase "inductive
method" sounds more like a fancy heating system than a way to look at the
Bible. That's unfortunate, but not unfortunate enough to abandon the phrase,
for those two words—"inductive" and
"method"—capture the essence of this
approach to Bible study as concisely and
accurately as any two English words.
Allow me to explain.
First of all, the approach is inductive;
that is, it's a thinking process where one
begins with the particulars and, utilizing
them, reasons to more general conclusions. (This is in contrast to a deductive
process, which moves from the general
to the particulars.) An inductive process
is kind of like assembling a picture puzzle: before the overall picture appears,
the assembler must first gather and sort
and arrange the pieces in various ways.
Finally, and it usually takes awhile, the
Dave Zercher serves as Minister of Pastoral Care at the Grantham, Pa., Church, is a
part-time instructor at Messiah College, and
a loyal and eternally-optimistic Chicago
Cubs fan.
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picture begins to appear, a picture which
is confirmed as more and more pieces
are discovered and included in the whole.
That's the way it is with good Bible
study. Although it's stretching the analogy (and my theology) a little far to say
the Bible is a puzzle, it shouldn't be
assumed that the meaning of every text
in the Bible is crystal clear. Therefore,
the Bible student must patiently gather,
sort and arrange the pieces (the information) she discovers in the text, and as she
does, it is likely that a picture (the meaning) will begin to emerge. Oftentimes
that picture will be vague or fuzzy at
first, but as more pieces are discovered
and added to the mix, the picture takes
on increasing definition.
Perhaps the analogy of a picture puzzle will also be helpful as we look at the
second word in the phrase: inductive
method. Most puzzle assemblers I know
have a method to their madness, and
though they may not employ the exact
same method step-for-step, many of
their steps are similar. For example,
there is typically the observation of the
picture on the puzzle box, the sorting
out of the edge pieces, the sorting of
other like pieces, the assembling of the
edge, etc. These particular tasks are not
done for their own sakes but are done
for the sake of the ultimate goal, that of
seeing a completed picture. Nonetheless,
since they are instrumental to the achievement of that end, they are done
with care.
Again, that's the way it is with good
Bible study. Most students of the Bible
employ a method as they study the biblical text. Methods may vary from person
to person (particularly in the sequencing
of the finer points), but, generally, the
methods entail three principal steps
which occur in the following order:
observation, interpretation, and application.
Observation is the part of the process
which asks the question: "What do 1 see
here?" And in most passages, there are
lots of things to discover. Some of these
discoveries will be made on a broad level
(for example, the mood of the passage,
its literary form, its historical context)
while others will pertain to more minute
details (for example, the prominence of
particular words or the use of certain
grammatical features). Whether broad
or narrow, however, the overriding pur-

pose of observation is to gather as much
information as possible in hopes that the
many little pieces will help to bring the
big picture into focus.
Interpretation is where this focusing
occurs; it is the part of the inductive
method which asks the question: "What
does it mean?" Just as an archeologist
uncovers things he initially doesn't
understand, so does the Bible student.
Therefore, the student must utilize his
observations and, from them, put two
and two together. Wise and varied questioning (Why? What? When? How?)
enhances this process because it unleashes the mind to think. The mind,
however, isn't totally without rein, the
controlling factor being the concern to
find the text's original meaning. All is
subservient to the question: "What did
this text mean to its readers two or even
three thousand years ago?"
Application is the part of the process
that moves beyond this "back then"
concern to the "now" question: "What
does this passage mean to me or my
church?" Second Timothy 3:16-17 informs us that the Scriptures were given
so that God's people might be equipped
to serve and glorify him, and, therefore,
if we number ourselves among God's
people, the study of the Scriptures must
be more than a mind-expanding exercise—it must be a life-changing one.
Some people have found the"S.P.A.C.E."
method helpful in getting a handle on
this task of application:
Sins to confess
Promises to claim
Actions to avoid
Commands to obey
Examples to follow
While this is neither an exhaustive nor a
foolproof list of things to consider when
applying a passage, it does represent the
life-altering potential of the Scriptures.
Observation + Interpretation + Application - Inductive Method. The method
is both easy to explain and easy to
understand. What's not so easy is putting it to work, for that takes time and
energy which, quite frankly, some people are unwilling to invest. But, for those
who learn and practice this approach to
studying the Bible, the inductive method
holds the key to an increasing awareness
of God's purposes and the potential for
a more faithful walk with Jesus Christ.
Not bad for "method stuff."
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Dancing on the Iron Curtain:
Reflections on mission and
the new face of Europe
by Curt Byers
(LONDON—Nov. 10) Last night they
danced on the Berlin Wall. Next week
they begin cutting new crossings through
the Wall. The inconceivable has happened. My children will read about the
Cold War as ancient history. "What did
you do during the Cold War, Daddy?"
While Americans must be following
the epochal changes in Eastern Europe
with the same fascination as we are in
Britain, many Americans are likely to be
unaware of the somewhat more incremental, and only slightly less monumental changes taking place on the larger
European political and economic landscape.
In 1993 the Channel Tunnel will
open, linking Britain integrally into the
transportation network of the rest of
Europe. For all practical purposes, Britain is no longer an island.
But this physical integration of Britain into Europe is being preceded in
1992 by the creation of a single European market. This requires the dropping
of all trade barriers, the dropping of
most if not all border crossing restrictions, and the completely free flow of
labor. A doctor or teacher from London
should be able to move as freely to work
in Bonn or Milan as an American doctor could move from Chicago to Atlanta.
Corporations are merging across national boundaries at a frenetic rate as
they attempt to become truly transEuropean, and not just nationally based
companies. Already, British citizens can
appeal to a European court, and the
British government can be fined by the
European Economic Community for
inadequate water quality. Margaret
Thatcher is the only significant political
barrier to the eventual creation of a central European bank and a European
currency. She has given notice that she
will leave the premiership within four to

Curt Byers in on the pastoral team of the
Brentwater Church in London, England.
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five years, if she survives that long. Most
of her likely successors in both parties
are much more pro-European.
But the events of last night, and of the
extraordinary past five months, are requiring a complete rethinking of all projections about what Europe will look
like in the mid-to-late 1990s. The big
question had been, would Turkey make
it into the European Common Market.
Now it has to be, will Poland and Hungary? And will it include what used to be
East Germany?
The general feeling of euphoria at the
demise of the cold war and almost certainly Communism itself, is already being
tempered by the realization that in an
unthinkably short time, the only superpower in Europe is quite likely to be a
unified Germany. Commentators have
already pointed out that there is now a
much more powerful reason for movement toward a defacto United States of
Europe than there was a year ago. A
unified Germany that was legally bound
by its commitments to a much larger
European federal entity would find itself
contributing to the success of an European economic superpower. The alternative is an economic colossus competing with, and almost certainly dominating, the rest of Europe.
What are the implications of these
momentous changes for the last great
thrust to evangelize the entire world,
and for the Brethren in Christ as a mission church? East European and Soviet
societies will be allowed to openly discuss the most important questions about
life at precisely the time when the previously monolithic answer to those questions has been completely discredited.
What world view will fill the void?
First, we have to recognize that the
democratization of eastern Europe and
eventually even the Soviet Union, should
result in greater freedom for the Christians living in those countries. And it
should be, at a minimum, very easy to
send tentmakers to virtually anywhere

in Eastern Europe. Sending self-acknowledged church planters may not be unthinkable.
It is far from obvious what, if any,
significant role the Brethren in Christ
can have in this situation. I am proud to
be part of a mission-oriented denomination that has opened or will soon open
works in five new countries in the past
five years. And this for a small denomination which has not had spectacular
growth at home to generate greatly
increased support. Contemplation of a
major new effort is not humanly realistic
for the foreseeable future. Faith missions, and the parachurch youth oriented
missions like Youth With a Mission and
Operation Mobilization, in which individuals raise their own support or simply
live on faith, may be able to respond
more quickly.
God is big on the "fulness of time."
The movement of the Israelites out of
Egypt and into the conquering of the
promised land, and Christ's own coming
were magnificently timed to unique geopolitical and spiritual realities. Rarely
do we see such an astonishing change in
a strategic part of the world that offers
such unusual new opportunities to extend
the gospel. We are witnessing God's latter day breaking down of a dividing
wall. While not as central to our theology as the breaking down of the dividing
wall between Jew and Gentile, it may be,
in our time, as significant to our mission.
And so I dream, and I ask, what do
we do when the opportunities demand
more than the reasonable, and more
than the thinkable? I have said, with a
note of whimsy, that I personally see our
task as church planters in London, as
planting—not individual churches—but
a European mission board. One Sunday
last year, the British Brethren in Christ
Church of which I am a pastor, had a
"Vision Sunday" where we fancifully
painted a portrait of the work of the
Brethren in Christ Church fifty years
from now. Leaping ahead to 2040, we
"interviewed" the now very old lady who
planted the first Brethren in Christ
Church in Estonia, formerly part of the
now defunct Soviet Union.
What if it were possible to plant cells
of radical Christians with a fiery vision
to evangelize Europe among the young,
highly cosmopolitan, multi-lingual Eurocrats and rising stars in the pan-European
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conglomerates? Any randomly-chosen
group of six of these people would
between them speak all major European
languages and be familiar with most
major European cities. Frequent transfer
of personnel between European countries will be necessary to create a truly
European and not nationally-oriented
class of civil servants and business people. What if each transfer of these radical European business missionaries resulted in another cell? What if each cell
were committed to planting churches in
the city in which it found itself?
What if we could start, not individual
French, Italian, Dutch and German
national Brethren in Christ Churches,
but a European Brethren in Christ
Church based in Brussels, which would
then coordinate the planting by nationals of churches in each country as if each
country were only a conference, as in
North America? Would not this be the
ideal base from which to plan a full scale
invasion of every major east European
cultural group?
Naive? Probably. Impractical? Certainly. Expensive? Too expensive? Absolutely. Impossible? Well, what kind of
God do we worship anyway? I cannot,
and do not, however, put these forward

as serious proposals. When we confront
a new world and we have no resources
beyond hope, our imagination and a
belief in a spectacular God, it may not be
a futile exercise to dream. In one sense,
however, the exercise of spiritual dreaming in response to unprecedented need
or opportunity does not really exist to
come up with a well designed master
plan. In fact, a human plan is the last
thing that spiritual dreaming should
wish to produce.
We must seek nothing less than the
fulfillment in our time of Joel's prophecy, as it was fulfilled on Pentecost, that
the old men will dream dreams, and the
young men see visions. Unbeknown to
either Romans or historians, the entire
Greco-Roman culture had existed only
to provide a cultural, political, linguistic, philosophical, and even transportation infrastructure by which the gospel
of Christ could sweep unhindered over
the Mediterranean basin. No human
plan could have exploited such an opportunity. We want no plan of our own
to exploit the opportunities God has
presented to us in these last times. We
must seek nothing less than God's own
blueprint for reaching Europe.
Of course, I conclude by a call for

prayer. But I call not for prayer just that
God will do something in Europe, eastern and western. I call for prayer for the
fulfillment of a specific vision of a
church of astonishing potency which,
having been refined by suffering under
repressive Communist regimes, takes
advantage of new liberty to itself become
a mission church, sending bearers of
God's good news into every one of the
myriad ethnic groups making up the
soon-to-be-former Soviet block. When
we know that that is God's will, and
believe that he will answer that prayer,
someone, and perhaps many, and perhaps the Brethren in Christ, will know
what the Western Church can do to
help.
And pray for the first of the Brethren
in Christ Churches in Europe. If God
were to pour out his spirit on our work,
and give to the Spanish and the British
Brethren in Christ the people, the vision,
and the power to reach Europe, we
could have a strategic role in the formation of Brethren in Christ Churches in
each European country, and, who
knows, perhaps even the foundation of
the Brethren in Christ Church, Europe.

us. Then there are others who are alleging that we have a constant struggle with
the sin nature within us, so that it seems
even if we are born again, we must just
go on sinning in thought, word, and
deed every day.
Where is the word of cleansing from
sin and victory over sin? Are we forgetting the urgency of the Apostle Paul
when he wrote to the Galatians saying,
"I am crucified with Christ," or his urging the Ephesians to "be filled with the
Spirit"? There is also that word in his
early letter to the church at Thessalonica
when he wrote, "This is the will of God,
your sanctification." Again there is that
trenchant word of the Apostle James in
his general letter to the churches where
he says, "Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double
minded." I could go on and on with
many statements from other of the
Scriptures. I hear the Apostle John in
the first of his three letters saying that if

we confess our sins, the Lord Jesus will
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. The crowning words
are Matthew's quotation of Jesus' sermon on the mount, "You be perfect,
therefore, even as your father in heaven
is perfect." What a call to holiness of life
and experience.
My second reflection, and this is
changing the subject. Where are we
going in the development of administrative patterns in the churches here in Asia
Minor? I have been elected to serve as a
bishop in the district surrounding Ephesus. But now there seems to be talk of
the need for some sort of administrative
person to be over those of us who are
bishops in Asia Minor. What does this
say and where is it leading? Are we in
danger of creating a sort of superbishop, of establishing an even more
centralized hierarchy in the life of the
church that could someday lead to a
primacy concept in church administra-

Qmsims
I, Onesimus, am sitting here in my
study—our Latin brothers call it a
librarium—reflecting on the fact that
another year is about finished and a new
year about to begin. I guess one of the
signs of growing older is one's penchant
for thinking about past events; some
with a sense of nostalgia, others with
thankfulness that they are in the past. As
I write in this reminiscent mood, I am
thinking of several areas that concern
me in the developing life of the church. I
have time only to touch on a couple or
so of them.
I'll state my first concern as a question: Is our continuing preachment of
the need for the holiness of God in our
lives, the entire sanctifying grace of
Jesus Christ, and the urgency for the
filling of the Holy Spirit as strong today
as it was in the yesteryear? It seems that
so many are now talking about selffulfillment and self-realization and the
development of the personhood within
December 1989
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tion? I know the Apostle Paul called for
order in the function of the life of the
church. At the same time he also called
for the freedom of the Spirit in the ongoing life of the church. And he seems
constantly to call for a system of accountability of various administrative
levels to each other. Just remember how
he, an apostle born out of due time and
who called himself the least among the
apostles, held Peter, one of the inner
apostolic three, accountable for his administrative conduct in the church at
Antioch in Syria. These are principles
we need to keep in mind in our administrative developments.
This brings me to a third and final
reflection. While I expressed concerns in
the first two reflections, this is an optimistic thought. I am optimistic about
what I see in the life of the church. We
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are answering the call to the regions
beyond in our evangelism. And in the
development of the life of the church, we
have worked through the legalisms of
several decades ago to a wide fruitfulness in our extension and missionary
labors as well as in the life and growth of
the local church. Above all else we are
working hard at maintaining the principles that Paul and other apostolic writers under the inspiration of the Holy

Spirit gave to the churches, while at the
same time we are increasingly recognizing that some of the illustrations of the
principles must be understood in the
cultural surroundings where they were
stated. Thus we are striving to keep ourselves contemporary in our evidencing
eternal truth.
As I sit here in my study the prayer of
my heart is, Oh Lord, pour out your
Spirit in a fresh baptism of Pentecostal
power and baptize both the believers in
the body as well as the administrative
order which develops within the body.
And Lord, keep us faithful to the eternal
Word of the Holy Scriptures.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with all who read these words.
Amen!
Onesimus
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Be still and know
This fall has been stressful. There
have been the usual fall activities that I
always know are coming but still seem
to take more time and energy than I had
anticipated. Then there has been jobrelated stress: too much to do, too little
time; continual efforts to determine
priorities and figure out if what I'm
doing is really important; uncertainty
and insecurity over whether I'll still have
a job a few months from now; much
energy expended on things that are only
tangentially related to the primary purpose of the job but nonetheless require
significant amounts of time.
Outside my own rather small world
have been hurricanes and earthquakes
and riots and drug busts. Much of the
news is not good. Much of what is happening in the world requires a compassionate Christian response. I feel overwhelmed by all the need and by my very
small capacity to do anything.
It is the need to "do" which often
undoes me. I don't sit still well (anyone
sitting beside me during a long session
knows that I wiggle and fidget a lot!). If I
can't do something, I feel helpless. Even
if I don't always actually do anything, I
feel compelled by an overdeveloped
sense of responsibility at least to think
30

about what ought to be done. But of
course endless doing and thinking about
doing cause exhaustion and burnout;
one person simply cannot take on the
whole world, or even one small corner of
it.
What often saves me in the middle of
my frantic attempts to do and to think
about doing is a small voice inside
reminding me, "Be still, and know that I
am God." Be still, stay calm, be quiet,
stop for a minute, think of something
else—and know that God is here, in control. "I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth." No matter
what happens, no matter how much
awful stuff there is in the world, God is
still here and will overcome. "God is our
refuge and strength, an ever-present
help in trouble. Therefore we will not
fear, though the earth give way and the
mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam and the
mountains quake with their surging."
I wonder if Joseph thought of this
psalm. There he is, planning to marry
Mary; they're engaged; they've done
things the way young couples are supposed to do them. Then he finds out
she's pregnant, and she says an angel
told her she was going to be the mother
of the Messiah. Sure, he thinks, and I'm
Caesar Augustus! What am I going to
do? I can't marry her now—what would
everyone think? 1 love her, I don't want

to humiliate her, but I can't marry her. I
know, I'll divorce her quietly; that's
what I'll do. Good, I'm glad I got that
figured out.
No, Joseph, marry her right away.
What Mary said is true; she is going to
give birth to the Messiah. Marry her
anyway, everything will work out. "Be
still, and know that I am God." Don't do
what seems like the logical thing to do in
these circumstances; don't do what seems
to be in your power to do. Wait for God,
and he'll come in a completely unexpected form—perhaps as a human baby
with a name that means "God with us."
Back to 1989: angels don't appear to
me in dreams very often telling me what
God wants me to do or not to do. I have
to work at extrapolating from Scripture
what God expects of me in any given
situation. I don't think that God expects
me to sit around doing nothing, waiting
for him to act instead. I know / am
God's agent in the world and that part of
God's work is done through me.
But I am not God, and when I get so
caught up in doing what I believe to be
God's work that I forget that, I'm in
trouble. Then it's time to step back, take
a deep breath, and listen to the voice of
God saying, "Be still, and know that I
am God."
Phoebe
Evangelical Visitor
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Snow on the roses
As I stared out my kitchen window today, I was both
awed and saddened. Looking into the snowy cold, my
attention was drawn to one struggling rosebush which, in
the warmth of the late fall, had pushed forth two sturdy
buds. Because of our problem here with voracious J a p a nese beetles, the little bush had suffered during the
summer. When the beetles finally retreated to wherever it
is they go, the bush flourished again, determined to
bloom one last time in the mid-November sun.
But a u t u m n is fickle and the warmth was fleeting.
During the cold days and nights, the barely-opened buds
managed to stay on the stem, preserved as if in a florist's
expert care. Captured in time, they displayed their pink
fluorescence against the brown-gray of coming winter.
T o d a y there is snow on the roses. It is cold and the
chilling wind stirs the branches of the bush. I a m struck
with sadness that the buds will soon freeze and break.
This special gift of beauty will soon be gone. I wonder if I
did the right thing to leave them on the stem instead of
bringing them two weeks ago into the safety of our home.
No, I'm glad I didn't cut them. They were better off and
lasted longer right where they are.
Flowers are bitter-sweet things.
Life is a bitter-sweet thing.
Snow on roses raises questions for me—about beauty
and death, a b o u t life and suffering, a b o u t the lasting and
the everlasting, about the Rose of Sharon and about sin
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washed white as snow, about sin laid on the shoulders of
one who was sinless. . . .
Christmas is a bitter-sweet season. Jesus came like the
buds to a world that was not safe, nor hospitable, and
often not beautiful. He was a rosebud of a child placed
against the backdrop of a sinful, ugly world.
I wonder, did he ever comtemplate a flower? Did it
remind him of the perfection he had left behind? Did it
make him happy and sad at the same time? Did he ever
have a tightness in his throat when the beauty died?
When Christmas comes, we are reminded of the assurance that Jesus came to be like us. I don't know about
you, but I need to believe that he felt what I feel, that the
things that make me happy and sad affected him too. At
Christmas I especially need to remember that he was like
me, but, oh, so much more than I can ever be.
Lord, thanks for roses . . . and for snow. God, you
must have believed that as h u m a n beings we could handle both, that we could cope with the ambiguities of
beauty and death, of life and sin . . . of a baby and a
cross. You must have known that what we needed was
Immanuel—God with us—so we could appreciate the
roses despite the snow. It makes me sad to think of the
Rose of Sharon crushed by the weight of the cross. But
I'm not so sad when I remember that my little rosebush
will come to life again and bloom next spring.
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On balance and
breadth
by Glenn A. Ginder
Balance is essential to life. It is expressed in the physics axiom, "For every
action there is an equal and opposite
reaction." Further, any individual who
has suffered the unsettling effects of
Minears disease is very conscious of the
value of balance.
"Balance" is not generally an item on
our church board agendas—though it
could well be added. At least somewhere
in the workings of congregational life
the question of balance should be considered. How does a congregation find
the most productive path in the everpresent tensions between evangelism and
nurture, maintenance and mission, caution and courage, people and programs,
vision and practices?
Some would suggest that balance is
bland; that only on the radical cutting
edge is the church worth its salt. That
view fails to reckon with the elemental
quality of balance. Balance is not the
elimination of the two extremes with
only the crumbs and fringes of both
remaining. It is rather the gathering of
the best of both with such integrity and
creativity that the result is harmony, not
silence.
Of all people, pastors and other planners must be sensitive to balance. Church
life at any level—congregational, regional, or denominational—will inevitably
move away from balance toward one
side or the other. In some cases this is the
result of sheer drift. There is the ten-
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dency to get preoccupied or to assume
that everything is okay. The result is that
the thoughtfully designed plan gradually gives way to special interests, novel
untested flashes of insight, or someone's
failure to carry his or her load. At other
times we get off of the high and stable
road of balance by making important
choices without concerning ourselves
with the over-arching question of balance. This fatal mistake will haunt the
congregation. When leaders fail to concern themselves with balance, they open
the way for legitimate, and sometimes
forceful, complaint. Chronic complaint
can easily develop into outright antagonism, greatly hindering the essential
work of the church.
Breadth is a companion to balance.
Actually balance is not easily achieved if
the field for decision-making is too narrowly focused. My knowledge of photography is very limited. So 1 had a new
insight recently when a friend was describing the advantages and disadvantages of various common lens types. A
telephoto lens, for instance, seems to
bring a specific object close, while in
doing so valuable background may be
lost. At the other extreme is the "fish
eye" lens which exceeds human peripheral vision to include amazing width of
field. In this format, of course, there is a
great deal of distortion around the edges
of the picture. To get the most picture
without distortion, the photographer
turns to the wide angle lens.
Let leaders learn to look at life through
a wide-angle lens. In this way balance
and breadth are brought to bear on our
decisions and choices. This is a discipline that knows better than to include
all things and please everyone—an
ultra-wide "fish eye"approach that lacks
discernment and leads to distortions.
The "wide-angle," balance-with-breadth,

approach not only avoids the fish eye
distortions. It also resists the telephoto
mentality that tends to be captivated by
one facet or another of church life, opening the way f o r a n o t h e r kind of
distortion.
Balance and breadth, in the context
of a deep commitment to Christ and his
church, will serve any leader well. These
characteristics allow for effective use of
the following time-honored decisionmaking techniques:
—Restate the overall purpose of the
congregation (or other group) each time
you face a major decision.
—Gather all the facts you can in order
to provide a solid base for a good
decision.
—Refuse to be pressured by special
interests.
—Listen openly and carefully to the
real concern of opposing views. (When
examined thoughtfully and in perspective through a wide-angle lens, these
views often have a common concern.)
—Through focused prayer, bring the
all-knowing wisdom of God to bear on
the decision.

Glenn Ginder is bishop
of the Midwest Regional
Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church.
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